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*  The  Mediation. — (Subject  continued 
fro7n  page  182.) — Having  already  seen, 
that  all  communication  with  England,  for 
the  piir{>ose  of  ascertaing,  whether  she 
would  accede  to  the  Russian  mediation, 
has  been  carefully,  scrupulously,  anxious¬ 
ly  avoided;  and  that  courting  ignorance 
on  this  subject,  ambassadors  had  never¬ 
theless  been  despatched,  we  are  now  to 
Bee  by  the  note  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
'  Mr.  Monroe,  what  goes  strongly  to  en¬ 
force  the  argument  already  advanced,  and 
1  think,  proved.  By  this  note,  dated 
November  4,  1813,  (see  page  143,)  we 
find,  that  although  our  good  president  was 
BO  over  eager  for  a  peace,  that  he  had 
sent  ambassailors  to  Russia,  not  only  with¬ 
out  bedng  requested  by  the  meiliator  to 
do  so;  and  of  course  before  the  mediator 
could  be  ready  to  receive  them;  yet  he 
had  taken  particular  care,  that  the  powers 
of  these  ambassadors  should  be  limited 
to  negotiate  under  the  mediat  ion  of  Russia,^ 
and  not  otherwise;  and  that  therefore, 
though  the  British  government  w  ere  ready 
and  desirous  to  negotiate,  directly,  the 
special  and  careful  limitation,  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  our  ambassadors,  rendered  that  inir 
possible.  Let  this  jumble  of  inconsisten¬ 
cies  be  calmly  and  impartially  considered 
for  one  moment,  and  what  a  strange  pic¬ 
ture  does  it  present !  The  impelling  mo¬ 
tive,  it  has  been  attempted  to  make  us 
believe,  was  an  earnest,  eager,,  precipitate 
DESIRE  OP  PEACE.  Tliis  desire  of  peace 
it  was,  that  sent  ouf  ambassadors,  impru¬ 


dently,  precipitately,  upon  their  errand  to 
a  place,  w  here,  at  that  time,  they  had  evi- 
dently  no  buBineEft5‘and  yet  we  are  desir¬ 
ed  to  believe,  that  thi^  same  generous,  but 
over  eager  desire  of  peace,  did  neverthc** 
less  strictly  enjoin  them,  not  to  enter 
ujion  negotiation,  in  the  only  mode,  they 
knew  to  be  at  all  practicable^  Although 
our  administration  must  have  known  that 
Great  Britain  w^ould  not  accede  to  the 
mediation,  yet  did  they  send  ambassadors 
to  treat  under  the  mediation,  and  not 
otherwise.  And  although  they  knew^ 
that  Great  Britain  never  had  refused,  and 
never  would  refuse,  to  treat  of  peace,  di^ 
redly,  yet  in  that  way,  the  only  one  of 
any  promise,  in  that  way,  were  our  am¬ 
bassadors  FORBIDDEN  TO  TREAT!  Ot^ 

administration  was^  so  eager  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war,  that  they  squandered  thou¬ 
sands  and  thousands  of  our  money  upon 
an  evidently  futile  mission ;  but  they  took 
especial  care,  that  the  w  ar  should  not  have 
a  chance  of  terminating  in  the  ow/y  mode 
which  seemed  to  yield  the  least  hope  of 
it !  Eager  in  error,  but  carefully,  studi¬ 
ously,  abstaining  from  doing  the  only  thii^ 
that  could  be  right  I  What  conclusion  can 
we  come  to?  There  is  but  one:  that 
their  iwlicy  was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  de¬ 
ceive  U8,  THEIR  CONSTITUENTS,  by  Seem¬ 
ing  over  anxious  for  peace;  and  on  the 
other,  to  prevent  a  peace,  by  strictly  for¬ 
bidding  that  species  of  negotiation,  from 
which  alone  it  could  be  expected. 

That  direct  negotiation  had  in  it  no  in¬ 
trinsic  impropriety,  is  evident  not  only 
from  the  circumstances,  under  which  this 
same  dhred  negotiation  was,  afterwanls, 
and  not  long  afterwards,  resorted  to ;  but 
also  from  the  consideration  that  it  was  at 
last  resorted  to,  under  circumstances, 
which  rendered  it  almost  disgraceful  to 
this  administration  to  agree  to  such  a 
•  mode  of  negotiation.  This  will  be  pre- 
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sently  shown.  And  if  it  is,  then  another  hind  hand  witli  any  body,  in  niy  endea^ 
and  a  most  strange  feature  will  appear  vours;)  but  it  is  anotJier  thing  to  argue 
upon  the  face  of  this  business;  and  it  is  one  another^  to  argue  ourselves,  into  a  con- 
this:  that  although  they  prohibited  direct  dition  ten  thousand  times  worse  than  that 
negotiation,  when  direct  negotiation  was  which  all  her  pretensions  put  together, 
evidently  the  only  proper  one;  yet  they  could  place  iisiiu  I  am  not  for  England  ; 
agreed  to  negotiation  under  circumstances  God  forbid !  but  for  oyim  country.  But 
which  would,  if  any  thing  could,  have  ut-  in  being  for  my  own  country,  I  am  not 
terly  forbidden  if.  There  is  a  tissue  of  for  doing  what  the  foolish  dog^  in  the  fable 
inconsistencies,  a  zig-saggery,  manifest  in  is  despisetl  for  having  done.  I  am  not 
the  course  of  these  proceedings,  of  which  for  letting  go  what  w  e  have,  tor  the  pur- 
wise  and  honest  men  could  never  be  pose  of  getting  that,  which  is  not  to  be  had. 
guilty. — : — But  to  the  proof  of  the  last  An  honest  lawyer  wmdd  advise  his  client 
position..  not  to  go  to  law,  if  he  saw  there  was  no 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1813,  Mr.  chance  of  prevailing  in  the  suit;  and  an 
Monroe  is  informed  of  w  hat  he  had  honest  politician  would  advise  his  coun- 
been  informed,  perhaps  tw  enty  times  be-  try  men  not  to  go  to  war,  if  there  w  as  no 
fore,  “  that  the  British  government  is  wil-  chance  of  carrying  their  point  by  means 
ling  to  enter  into  discussion  with  the  go-  of  it.  The  honest  lawyer,  like  the  honest 
vernment  of  America  for  the  conciliatory  politician,  would  even  after  the  taw  suit, 
adjustment  of  the  differences  subsisting  in  the  one  case,  or  the  war,  in  the  other, 
between  the  two  states,  with  an  earnest  had  been  coninicnccd,  say  continually,  as 
desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them  to  a  the  friends  of  peace  have  continually  sakL 
favourable  issue,’»  [all  which  is  very  welh  settle,  settle,  as  quick  as  you  can.'*  But 
but  how?]  “  upon- principles  of  perfect  re-  a  rogue  of  an  attorney,  with  the  profits  of 
[better  still!  but  it  is  added  far-  a  long  expensive  land  trial  before  him, 
“not  inconsistent  with  would  say,  as  oin*  adininiijtration  have 
the  established  uMixbns  of  public  law',  been  continually  telling  us,  “  keep  on, 
and  with  the  ‘  maritime  rights’  of  the  persevere,  take  up  more  money,  we  shall 
British  empire.^'  Upon  this  basis,  say  win  the  cause  yet!  We  shall  get  Canada 
the  British,  w  e  are  willing  to  negotiate.  at  last.”  We  have  all  of  us  seen  to  w  hat 
Now,  1  desire  to  be  understood,  as  to  a  condition  such  councils  have  often  re- 
Ihese  “  maritime  rights”  of  the  British,  duced  individuals,  after  a  lapse  of  years ; 
that  I  wish  they  had  been  at  the  bottom  and  we  have  seen  too,  to  what  condition 
of  the  Red  Sea,  before  ever  we  heard  of  two  yoars  following  of  like  advice  haa 
them.  But  here  they  are !  British  “ma-  brought  us,  politically  s|»eaking.  And  by 
ritime  rights,”  and  American  “sailors’  and  bye,  our  poritical  attornies  will  come 
rights”  along  side  of  them;  and  something  to  us,  with  a  long  bill  of  costs  to  pay;  and 
or  other  must  be  done  to  reconcile  them  the  tax-gatherer  will  serve  execution  for 
with  each  other,  and  that  pretty  soon  too,  it,  and  that  every  year,  to  the?  end  of 
or  WE  might  as  well  be  at  the  bottom  of  time.  What  would  the  ruined  client 
the  Red  Sea,  ourselves,  as  under  the  bur-  justly  say?  This:  How  much  better 
dens  we  shall  soon  have  to  endure. —  should  I  Iiave  been  off,  had  I  but  listened 
But  let  us,  the  people  of  these  United  to  the  honest  lawyer,  who  told  me,  that  I 
Stiies^jmderstand  one  another  fairly.  It  could  not  get  along  with  the  suit !”  And 
is  one  thing,  to  argue  Great  Britain  out  of  what  will  the  people  say,  a  year  hence  ? 
her  pretensions.  (Ifl  thought  there  was  This:  “  O,  had  we  but  listened  to  the 
any  chance  of  that,  I  should  not  be  be-  friends  of  peace,  when  they  told  us  it 
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Ut>uld  he  a  great  deal  better  to  settle, 
amicably,  than  to  continue  this  unavail¬ 
ing,  wasteful  war,  how  much  better  had 
been  our  condition !” 

But  Mr.  Madison  is,  at  last,  about  to 
take  this  advice;  he  is  disposed  to  settle 
the  difference ;  after  he  has  lost  the  cause, 
he  is  ^(iisposed  to  settle !  And  who  is  to 
thank  him  for  that?  . 

But  let  us  not  be  in  too  much  haste.  Is 
he  indeed  disposed  to  settle  ?  Are  you 
quite  sure  ?  Remember,  1  beseech  you, 
there  is  another  loan  to  be  filled  up.  Re¬ 
member,  that  a  loan  was  to  be  filled  up, 
that  very  time,  when,  knowing  that  the 
British  government  would  not  accede  to 
the  mediation,  he  despatched  ambassadors, 
although  he  enjoined  it  upon  them  not 
to  treat  directly.  Remember,  that  although 
at  that  time,  he  “  kept  the  wonl  of  pro¬ 
mise  to  our  ear,  he  broke  it  to  our  hope*” 
Remember  this;  and  then  let  the  agree¬ 
ing  to  negotiation,  and  the  rumours  of  an 
armistice,  and  peace  have  their  due  in¬ 
fluence,  if  you  will.  But  remember,  I 
beseech  you,  at  the  same  time,  what  my 
grand  father  once  told  me:  “  If  a  man 
deceives  you  onci\  that  is  his  fault;  but 
ff  he  deceives  you  agabiy  it  is  your  own 
fault;”  and  therefore,  if  you  are  taken  in 
a  second  time,  I  give  you  this  comfort  be^ 
fore  hand — it  will  be  y(nir  <nm  fault. 

.  “  Mr.  Madison  means  to  settle  at  last  /” 
Let  us  look  a  little  closely  into  it.  He  pro¬ 
hibited  direct  negotiation,  when  no  intima¬ 
tion  was  given,  but  that  the  parties  might 
enter  upon  it,  unrestricted  by  preliminary 
conditions.  He  consents  to  it,  now,  vvhen 
it  is  insisted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
“maritime  rights”  of  England,  shall  be 
the  preliminary  basis  of  negotiation* 

We  now  understand  what  Great  Britain 
has  offered.  We  now  understand  that 
she  has  offered  to  negotiate  “  upon  princi¬ 
ples  not  inconsistent  Tvith  the  ‘  maritime 
ri^hts^  of  the  British  empire  ^  and  that 
the  same  Mr.  Madison,  who,  in  1813,  pro- 
"hlbitcd  his  ambgd^atlors  from  negotfatii^ 
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directly,  when  no  such  preliminary  .ex¬ 
isted,  has  authorized  them  to  negotiate  in 
the  same  way,  now,  when  the  prelimina¬ 
ry  does  exist ! 

If  he  is  sincere  worr;  what  proof  could  w’b 
desire  better,  that  he  was  insincere  before  ? 

But  is  he  sincere  now  ?  His  acceptance 
of  the  proposal  to  negotiate,  (see  p.  144,) 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  surly  com¬ 
mencements  of  amicable  negotiation,  ever 
known;  and  the  inconsistency,  and  pal¬ 
pable  contradictions  in  the  letter  of  our 
“  secretary  of  state  to  Lord  CastlerCagh,” 
is  without  precedent  in  diplomacy.  The 
latter  having  proposed  upon  what  condi¬ 
tions  the  British  w  oidd  negotiate,  as  stated 
above,  Mr*  IMonroe  is  made  to  reply,  that 

“  Wherever  the  Uhited  States  niay 
treat,  they  will  treat  with  the  sincere  de¬ 
sire  they  have  repeatedly  manifested  of 
terminating  the  present  contest  with  Great 
Britain,  on  conditions  of  reciprocity,  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties, 
as  sovereign  and  independent  nations, 
and  calculated,  not  only  to  establish 
present  harmony,  but  to  provide,  as  far  as 
possible,  against  future  collisions  which 
might  interrupt  it*” 

Now^  we  ail  know',  that  the  definition 
our  administration  has  uniformly  given 
of  “  the  rights  of  both  parties  as  sovereign 
and  independent  nations,”  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  thing  from  that  w  hich  Great  Britain 
means  by  her  “  maritinie  rights.”  Indeed 
that  very  difference,  be  it  what  it  may,  has 
been  the  only  alledged  cause  of  continu¬ 
ing  the  war,  from  its  conunencement  to 
the  present  day.  And  from  the  language 
above  held  by  Mr.  Monroe,  we  should 
naturally  expect,  that  the  British  propo¬ 
sal  was  to  be  indignantly  rejected.  Not 
so  however  the  fact;  for,  notwithstanding 
the  bombastic  flourish,  we  have  just  wit¬ 
nessed,  we  find  Mr.  Monroe,  a  little  farther 
down,  accepting  the  proposal  in  these 
wortls, 

“  I  am  accordingly  instructed  to  make 
known  to  your  lordship,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  h%  highness,  ftp  prhwje  re- 
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gent,  that  the  president  accedes  to  his 
[the  prince  rcgaits^  proposition;  and  will 
take  the  measures,  depending  on  him,  to 
carry  it  [the  prince  regent's  propositmi] 
into  elfect  at  Gotteiiburgh,  ivith  as  little 
delny^  as  possible  !” 

Have  we,  or  have  we  not  here  just  such 
a  case,  as  we  had  before  ?  Has  it  happen¬ 
ed  again,  that  one  thing  is  done  when  an¬ 
other  had  been  asked  ?  Is  the  negotiation 
to  have  for  its  basis,  American  “  sailors* 
rights,^*  or  British  “  maritinu  rights?** 
Are  these  different  things  ?  or  can  they 
be  easily  reconciled?  If  they  are  differ¬ 
ent  things  then  the  inference  is,  that  IMr. 
Madison  has  given  up,  on  his  part  ;  will 
he  keep  his  word?  Can  these  rights  be 
easily  reconciled?  then,  what  have  we 
been  fighting  about,  so  long?  Why  have 
we  been  made  to  spend  so  much  blood 
and  treasure?  Why  are  we  raising  new 
and  enormous  loans?  Why  are  we  raising 
men  upon  the  most  extravagant,  and  un¬ 
heard  of  terms  ?  Does  Mr.  Madison,  does 
any  man  believe,  Great  Britain  will  re¬ 
cede  from  what  is  so  carefidly,  so  precise¬ 
ly  expressed  in  Lord Castlereagh’s  letter? 
If  he  means  to  agree  to  that,  why  does  he 
raise  armies,  and  make  loans  ?  If  he  does 
not  mean  to  agree  to  it,  why  does  he  squan¬ 
der  the  public  money  on  ambassadors, 
with  new  outfits  and  new'  salaries?  Is  it 
answered,  that  he  raises  new  armies,  be¬ 
cause  Great  Britain  may  rise  in  her  de¬ 
mands  ?  Who  can  believe  that?  Acknow¬ 
ledge  what  she  calls  her  maritime  rights, 
and  we  may  have  an  armistice,  to-mor¬ 
row.  And,  therefore,  if  IMr.  Madison 
really  intends  to  do,  w  hat  his  new  mis¬ 
sion  seems  to  hold  out,  an  armistice  w  ould 
answer  every  purpose,  as  well  as  an  army. 
Or  is  it  answered,  that  he  opens  a  new' 
negotiation,  to  try  whether  Great  Britain 
^nnot  be  moved  from  the  ground  she  has, 
all  along,  so  obstinately  maintained?  I  re¬ 
ply:  What  hope  of  that?  From  her  fears  ? 
Certainly  not.  From  the  logic  o  ^Mr. 
Madison'^  ambassadors?  She  has  been 


proof  against  that  many  and  many  year^# 
From  her  generosity,  from  her  magnani¬ 
mity?  Certainly  not:  for  Mr.  Madison 
could  never  have  got  along  with  his  war 
speeches  to  congress,  unless  he  had  al¬ 
ways,  and  utterly  denied  her  every  right 
to  pretend  to  either  of  these- 

What  then  are  we  to  collect  from  this 
jumblement  of  inconsistencies  ?  from  these 
palpable  outrageous  contradictions?  To 
my  poor  understanding  the  answer  is  ve¬ 
ry  plain.  By  the  mission  to  Gotteiiburgh 
he  means  to  raise  the  wind;"  and  by 
raising  men,  he  means  to  continue  the 
war,  IF  HE  CAN.  At  the  moment  of  send¬ 
ing  the  ambassadors  he  did  not  mean 
peace.  And  peace,  therefore,  will  not 
!  come  speedily.  He  will  make  peace,  only 
when  he  must.  And  when  that  time 
comes,  every  body  will  be  able  to  see, 
ami  be  obliged  to  feel  too,  and  that  as 
long  as  he  lives,  what  a  curse  the  admi¬ 
nistration  of  James  Madison  has  been 
to  the  United  States!  This  day  of  reckon¬ 
ing,  this  day  of  presidential,  and  (it  can¬ 
not  be  concealed)  of  national  humiliation, 
the  “  riiild  and  amiable”  gentleman  would 
fain  postpone,  till  the  fourth  of  March, 
1817.  But  it  may  not  be.  He  may  yet 
awhile  perplex  us  by  his  inconsistencies, 
the  contradictions  palpable  in  his  shuf¬ 
fling,  dould e-dealing  policy ;  he  may 
amuse  us  by  his  adroitness,  until  exhaust¬ 
ed,  we  shall  witness  in  him  only  the. 
“  wriggiings  of  impotence but  the  day 
of  reckoning  will  come.  In  that  day, 
when  the  party  madness  of  this  period 
shall  have  disappeared ;  when  our  coun¬ 
try  shall  be  the  rallying  wonl;  in  that 
day,  would  the  author  of  our  calamities 
tremble,  were  it  not  that  contempt  and 
pity  will  banish  resentment.  Although 
folly  can  make  us  restless  now ;  although 
our  oppressions  render  us  indignant  now' 
yet  in  that  day,  when  good  old  W ashing- 
tonian  patriots  shall  appear  again  on  the 
political  theatre;  when  the  bright  sun  of 
I  wisdom  shall  light  us  again  to  prosperity ; 
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when  we  fehall  feel  again,  that  we  have  | 
good  old  Washingtonian  times;  then, 
when  we  can  forgive  safely,  let  us  forgive. 
But  it  is  time  enough  to  lie  “  moderate 
when  we  can  be  moderate  in  scatriiy. 
But  now — let  us  not  relax  now.  Re¬ 
sistance  to  oppression  is  duty  to  God 
Let  every  man  do  his  duty ! 

— iy— * 

THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN. 

No.  XIV. 

Mr,  Madison^s  doctrine  of  Retaliation, 

1  undertake  to  prove,  that  the  claim  of 
Great  Britain,  to  punish  any  of  her  natural 
born  subjects,  not  included  in  our  political  so¬ 
ciety  at  the  peace  of  1783,  caught  in  arms 
against  her  is  supported, 

1st.  By  the  ancient  laws  of  England. 

2d.  By  the  laws  of  France. 

3d.  By  the  opinion  of  all  the  writers  on  na¬ 
tional  law. 

4th.  By  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States. 

1st.  By  the  ancient  laws  of  Great  Britain. 
Sir  William  Blackstone,  who  wrote  before 
our  revolution,  and  therefore  could  not  have 
had  any  view  to  supjjort  the  present  preten¬ 
sions  of  Great  Britain  against  us,  says, 

“  Natiinil  allegiance  is  due  from  all  men  bom 
within  the  king’s  dominion  immediately  upon 
their  birth ;  for  immediately  on  their  birth  they 
are  luuler  the  king’s  protection,  at  a  time  too 
when  they  aiv  incapable  of  protecting  themselves. 
Natural  allegiance  is  thefefoi*e  a  debt  of  gratitude 
which  cannot  be  forfeited,  cancelled,  or  altered  by 
any  change  of  time,  place  or  circumstance,  nor 
any  thing  hut  the  united  concurrence  of  the  le¬ 
gislature.  An  Eiiiglisliinnn  who  removes  to  France 
nr  to  China  owes  the  same  allegiance  to  the  king 
of  England  as  at  home,  and  twenty  years  hence  as 
well  as  now.”  “  For  it  is  a  principle  of  universal 
law  that  the  natural  born  subject  of  one  prince 
cannot  by  miyact  of  liis  own,  no  not  by  swearing 
allegiance  to  another,  put  off  or  tTischarge  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  former  ;  for  this  natural  allegiance 
was  primitive  and  intrinsic,  and  anterior  to  the 
other,  and  cannot  be  devt‘st(;d  without  the  concur¬ 
rent  act  of  the  prince  to  wlitwi  it  was  first  due. 
Indeed  the  natural  born  subject  of  one  prince  to 
wiiom  he  owes  allegiance  may  be  entangled  by 
subjecting  liiniM'lf  absolutely  to  another,  but  it 
is  his  own  art  that  brings  him  into  these  straits 
and  difficultie*:  of  owing  allegiance  to  two  mas- 
lei’s,  and  it  is  unreasonable  that  he  should  by  any 
act  of  his  own  unloose  those  bauds  by  which  he  is 
4X)niiected  to  his' natural  prince.” 

Such  is  Uic  law  of  England,  as  pronounced 
by  one  of  the  wisest  and  ablest  men  whom  that 
nr  any  other  nation  ever  prmluced.  His  opi¬ 
nion,  also,  as  to  the  universal  lam  of  natUms, 
Is  as  deserving  of  credit  and  respect  as  that 
of  Grotius,  or  V attel,  or  Puffeiidorf,  or  Bynker- 
^liook,  all  of  whom  agree  with  him  in  opinion. 
■See  Bladcstone  I.  36JI. 


213 

Sir  Michael  Foster,  also  an  able  and  upright 
English  lawyer,  observes,  “  that  the  welj 
known  maxim  which  the  writers  upon  onr  law 
have  adopted,  tliat  ‘  nemo  potest  exuere  pa- 
triam,*  comprehends  all  the  doctrine  of  natu¬ 
ral  allegiance.”  See  Foster,  184.  He  cites 
the  case  of  McDonald,  who  w'ent  to  France  in  ' 
infancy,  spent  his  days  there,  took  arms 
against  his  country,  was  afterwards  caught 
and  convicted  of  treason,  but  pardoned  uudef 
peculiar  circumstances.  See  Foster,  59. 

A  multitude  of  ancient  and  modern  cases 
might  be  cited  to  show,  that  England  has  ak 
ways  maintained  this  doctrine  and  enforced  it 
against  their  subjects  taken 'm  French  employ, 
and  that  France  never  dreamt  of  retaliating. 
'Surely  not  from  fear  or  humanity,  but  from 
a  consciousness  of  the  justice  and  universality  , 
of  the  principle. 

In  a  late  case  Great  Britain  took  up  and 
tried  seventeen  of  her  subjects  caught  in  the 
Isle  of  France.  Three  of  them  were  convict¬ 
ed  and  executed.  France  never  thought  of 
retaliating,  though  she  has  .WOO  British  pri¬ 
soners  ill  her  possession. 

Fourteen  of  these  men  were  acquitted,  be¬ 
cause  they  were  forced  into  the  sei'vice.  This 
may  quiet  the  fears  and  extra  humanity  of 
those  who  say  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  punish 
British  subjects  drafted  and  forced  into  our 
service.  Such  men  will  not  be  punished. 
Those  who  enlist,  merit  and  will  receive  the 
reward  of  traitors. 

My  first  proposition  is  then  made  out— that 
by  the  ancient  laws  of  England,  by  which  ali 
her  subjects  are  as  much  and  more  bonnd  than 
we  are  by  our  embargo.  No  man  can  lawfully 
take  arms  against  his  sovereign,  however  long 
his  residence  in  a  foreign  country,  and  though 
he  may  have  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
such  country. 

2d!y.  I  now  proceed  to  show,  that  the  same 
is  the  law  of  France.  1  could  cite  all  the 
old  ordinances  of  France  to  this  effect ;  but 
as  the  new  decree  of  the  emperor  is  nothing 
more  than  a  repetition  of  the  old  edicts,  I 
confine  myself  to  that,  for  the  sake  of  brevity. 

In  book  3d,  tit.  1st,  sect.  1st  of  the  JNapoleoa 
Code  you  will  find  the  following  decree : 

“  Every  Frenchman  guilty  of  bearing  arm^ 
against  France  shall  suffer  death.” 

TJie  terms  “every  Frenchman”  certainly 
seem  to  extend  to  every  man  boro  in  that  na-r 
t ion,  and  extending  during  life;  but  lest 
doubts  may  arise  on  this  subject,  we  insert 
the  following  decree  showing,  that  naturalisct* 
tian  abroad,  even  with  permission  qf  the  em^ 
perar,  is  no  protection  against  the  pains  of 
death  for  a  Frenchman  caught  in  arms. 

“  Trianon,  Aug^*S,  18F2.  Napoleon  by  the 
grace  of  God,  kc.  No  Frenchman  can  be  natu¬ 
ralized  abroad  without  our  permission.”  ‘ 

“  .Sd  article,  Frenchmen  naturalized  abroad 
even  with  our  permission,  can  at  no  time  carry 
arms  against  France,  under  pain  of  being  indicted 
in  our  courts  and  condemned  to  the  puaisbineoU 
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inflicted  in  the  penal  code,  which  is  death  and  con¬ 
fiscation  of  goods.*’ 

3dly.  That  the  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations 
deny  this  right  of  expatriation  at  the  option 
of  the  citizen. 

Grotius,  in  his  Treatise  de  Jure  Belli  et 
Pacts,  after  admitting  that  where  there  are 
no  particular  reasons  of  state  against  it,  the 
citizen  may  expatriate  himself,  adds  : 

That  one  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  state,  if  the 
interest  of  society  requires  he  should  stay  in 
it.  Thus,  for  instance,  it  is  no  w’ays  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  civil  society,  if  there  be  any  great  public 
debt  contracted,  for  an  inhabitant  to  leave  it,  un¬ 
less  he  be  ready  to  pay  dow  n  his  proportion  to¬ 
wards  it ;  or  if  a  w  ar  be  undertaken  upon  a  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  number  of  subjects  to  support,  no  bo¬ 
dy  ought  to  quit  the  service  of  his  country,  unless 
he  substitutes  another  in  his  room.” 

Here  then  the  right  is  limited  by  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  the  state,  and  surely  nobody  is  qiialilietl 
better  to  judge  of  this  interest  than  the  legis¬ 
lature,  or  sovereign  power.  The  cases  put 
by  Grotius,  in  which  it  would  be  unlawful,  are 
precisely  the  cases  in  which  Great  Britain  is 
placed.  Nobody  will  deny  she  has  a  great 
public  debt,  and  noboily  will  pretend  that  our 
Duanes,  Binnses,  and  Galeses  have  deposited, 
as  he  requires,  their  share  of  this  debt  before 
they  emigrated. 

The  same  remark  may  be  applied  to  tlie 
war.  Gpeat  Britain  is  not  only  engaged  in ! 
war-but  in  one  of  a  most  interesting  and  im-  ■ 
}K)rtant  character.  Of  course,  according  to  j 
Grotius,  no  subject  can  quit  his  country.  i 

Vattel,  after  a  good  deal  of  loose  reasoning  | 
as  to  the  general  rights  of  a  citizen  to  quit  I 
his  countiy,  advances  the  same  doctrine  that 
Grotius  does : 

“  As  to  those,”  says  he,  “  who  have  tlie  cow¬ 
ardice  to  abandon  their  country  in  a  time  of  dan¬ 
ger,  (such  has  been  the  condition  of  England  for 
twenty  years,)  seeking  to  secure  themselves  in¬ 
stead  of  defending  it,  f  hey  manifestly  violate  the 
pact  of  society  by  which  they  are  engaged  to  de- 
fthd  themselves.  In  concert,  these  are  infamous  de¬ 
serters,  which  the  state  has  a  right  to  punish  se- 
verelyP 

But  who  has  the  right  to  judge  ?  The  cul¬ 
prit  or  the  state  ?  The  infamous  deserters 
themselves,  a  foreign  sovereign  like  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son,  or  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  tliey 
were?  Admit  that  the  culprit  or  a  foreign 
state  may  judge  and  there  is  an  end  of  the 
rule. 

I  c  ould  cite  Bynkershpok  and  several  other 
writers,  but  1  have  taken  those  who  w^ere 
most  in  favour  of  freedom,  and  even  these  are 
against  Mr.  Madison's  doctrine. 

Lastly ;  I  mean  to  show,  that  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  maintain  the 
same  doctrine  of  the  perpetuity  of  allegiance 
which  Great  Britain  sets  up  ; '  and  that  they 
would  now,  on  appeal,  sanction  a  conviction 
Jor  treason,  and  order  an  American  hung,  who 
should  be  taken  in  arms  against  us,  though  he 
might  have  been  naturalised  in  Canadat,  or  be 


a  freeholder  and  member  of  parliament  there. 
— The  first  case  I  shall  cite,  though  not  the 
first  in  order  of  time,  is  that  of  M‘IIvaine  vs. 
Coxe’s  lessee,  4th  Cranch,  209,  in  which  the 
court  unanimously  decided,  that  “  a  person 
horn  in  New-Jersey  before  1775,  and  who  resi¬ 
ded  there  until  1777,  (that  is,  after  our  decla¬ 
ration  of  independence,)  but  who  then  joined 
the  British  army,  and  ever  since  adhered  to 
the  British,  claiming  to  be  a  British  subject, 
and  receiving  compensation  as  a  loyalist,  has 
a  right  to  take  lands  by  descent  in  New-Jer- 
scv.” 

The  court  said  they  had  no  necessity  of  de¬ 
ciding  on  the  general  question  of  expatriation, 
because  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  by  her  laws, 
had  considered  every  cUisen  a  criminal,  who 
should,  after  a  certain  period,  quit  their  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  withdraw  himself  within  the  do¬ 
minions  of  Great  Britain ;  they  therefore  de- 
eide<l,  that  since,  “  by  force  of  those  laws,  he 
was  incapable  of  throwing  off  his  allegiance  to 
the  sliite,  so  he  must  have  continued  a  citi¬ 
zen  and  was  capable  of  taking  lands  by  de¬ 
scent.  This  settles  thp,  point  perfectly  ;  tor 
Great  Britain  does  by  her  lens,  as  we  have 
shown,  deny  her  subjects  the  right  of  throw¬ 
ing  oft*  their  natural  allegiance,  and  therefore 
her  subjects  are  in  the  situation  of  Coxe,  w  hoiii 
our  United  States  supreme  court  unanimously 
decided  to  be  incapable  of  throwing  off  his 
allegiance. 

In  the  case  of  Murray  vs.  Schooner  Charm¬ 
ing  Betsey,  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  (see  2d  Cranch,  115,  for 
tlie  opinion  of  the  court,)  it  was  not  necessary 
to  decide  whether  under  any  circumstances 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could  expatri¬ 
ate  himself  so  as  to  dissolve  his  allegiance, 
but  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the 
,  opinion  of  the  court,  very  strongly  intimates 
that  he  cannot.  He  admits  the  right  to  go 
into  a  foreign  country  and  there  be  domici¬ 
liated  for  commercial  purposes,  and  be  exempt¬ 
ed  from  the  operation  of  our  commercial  laws 
and  restrictions.  So  does  Britain.  So  does 
every  nation. 

“  Tlie  American  citizen,”  says  Judge  Marshall, 
“who  goes  into  a  foreign  country,  although 
he  owes  a  local,  temporary  allegiance  to  that 
country,  is  yet,  if  he  performs  no  other  act  chan¬ 
ging  his  condition,  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
our  government. 

“  But  his  situation  is  completely  changed 
where  by  his  own  act  he  has  made  himself  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  foreign  power. 

“  Although  this  act  may  not  he  sufficient  to  rescue 
him  from  punishment  for  any  crime  committed 
against  the  United  States,  (a  point  not  intended 
to  be  decided,)  yet  it  certainly  places  him  out  of 
the  protection  of  the  United  States  whilk  with¬ 
in  THE  TERRITORIES  of  the  sovcpcign  to  whom 
he  has  sworn  allegiance.” 

I  need  not  say  to  a  lawyer,  nor  to  any  man 
of  good  common  sense,  that  the  court  did  eve¬ 
ry  thing  but  decide  that  a  man  though  natural¬ 
ised  abroad,  would  still  be  amenable  for  crimes 
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cdumitted  against  his  Dative  country  :  De- 
**ide  it  absolutely  they  could  not,  because  it 
was  not  the  question  before  tliein ;  l)ut  the 
intimation  is  as  complete  evidence  of  tlieir  opi- 
jiion,  as  the  prior  and  subsequent  cases  iiere 
cited,  ill  which  the  principle  wsis  directly  decU 
ded  in  the  manner  1  have  stated. 

The  next  case  I  shall  cite,  is  that  of  Isaac 
W  illiams,  decided  by  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth, 
in  the  circuit  court.  Fob.  27,  1797.  It  was 
an  indictment  against  Williams  for  accepting 
a  coiniuissioD  under  the  French  government, 
and  comnutting  acts  of  hostility  against  a  na¬ 
tion  with  whom  we  were  at  peace.  The  de¬ 
fendant  alleged  and  ottered  to  prove,  that  he 
had  expatriated  himself  and  become  a  French ^ 
citisen^  even  before  the  war  between  France 
and  Great  Britain.  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth 
was  then  obliged  to  decide  Uie  naked  question, 
whicJi  he  did,  declaring  that  allegiance  is  per¬ 
petual,  and  cannot  be  put  oflf  without  the  con- 
•ient  of  the  sovereign.  He  proceoiled  to  try 
and  punish  this  “  French  cilisent^*  Ibr  which 
France  never  retaliated.  Though  the  man 
had  aide  counsel,  and  his  fine  and  imprison- 
mcHit  were  severe,  he  never  thought  of  an  ap¬ 
peal,  whicli  shows  the  general  acquiescence  of 
lawyers  in  the  chief  justice’s  opinion.  In  our 
next,  and  last  essay,  w’e  shall  give  the  decisive, 
and  strongest  case  of  Jansen  vs.  Talbot. 

No.  XV - AND  liART. 

Mr.  Madisoii^s  doctrine  of  Retaliation. 

VV^e  have  alreatly  seen,  that  in  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  cases  the  judges  of  our  own  Ignited 
t^tates  supreme  judicial  court  have  advan¬ 
ced  principles  precisely  analagous  to  those 
set  up  by  Great  Britain.  The  case  of 
Isaac  Williams,  decided  by  chief  justice 
Ellsworth,  is  indeed  stronger  than  tlieJBri- 
lish  ceus'cs.  WiHiams  was  indicted  and 
punished  (though  a  French  citizen  by  na- 
iuralizalion)  for  having  quitted  our  own 
otiuiitry  when  at  peace.  The  British  trai¬ 
tors  are  taken  up  for  deserting  .their  coun¬ 
try  in  lime  of  war.,  Williams  was  indict¬ 
ed  for  entering  intoVhe  service  of  a friend¬ 
ly  nation  to  injure  euiother  friendly  people. 
'The  British  traitors^  of  whose  seizure 
IMr.  Madison  complains,  were  caught  in 
arms  against  their  atvn  country.  Yet  Mr. 
Madison,  in  face  of  the  decision  of  onr 
own  courts,  and  our  own  repeated  prac¬ 
tice  y  means  to  involve  us  in  aJiloody  8y.s- 
tem  of  unjust  retaliation. 

To  those  who  did  not  personally  know 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  Esq.. chief  justice  qf  the 
United  States,  I  would  observe,  that  he 
had  the  clearest,  most  comprehensive 
mind  of  any  man  in  the  United  States, 
with  (lerhaps  one  or  two  exceptions  only. 
;pe  was  ^uly  a  great  and  venerable  man. 


1  had  at  first  determined  not  to  give 
his  argument,  but  merely  to  state  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  opinion,  but  it  i^  so  clear  and 
so  forcible,  that  1  must  be  permitted  to  in¬ 
sert  a  few  passages  which  will  show  eve¬ 
ry  lawyer  and  man  of  sense  that  be  did 
not  punish  Williams  arbitrarily  or  without 
sound,  unanswerable  reasons. 

“  llic  common  law  of  this  country  remains  the 
same  as  before  the  revolution.  The  question  is 
to  he  decided  by  bco  great  principles^  one  is,  that 
all  the  members  of  a  civil  coramunity  are  bound  to 
each  other  bp  tompaet^  the  other  is,  that  one  of 
the  parties  to  this  compact  -cannot  dissolve  it  by 
his  otm  act.  The  compact  between  our  commu¬ 
nity  and  its  members  is,  that  the  community  shall 
protect  its  members,  and  on  tiie  part  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  that  tliey  will  at  all  times  be  obedient  to  the 
laws  and  faithful  in  its  defence.  It  necessarily  ro 
suits  ih&i  the  members  cannot  dissolve  the  com¬ 
pact  without  the  consent  or  default  of  the  c»)m- 
inunity.  There  has  been  ho  consent,  eodefault.’’ 
Again; 

“  Tlie  most  visionary  writers  do  not  contend 
for  the  principle  in  the  iiiiliinited  extent  that  h 
citizen  may,  at  any  and  at  all  times  renounce  his 
own  and  join  himself  to  a  foreign  country.  Con¬ 
sent  has  l^n  argued  Xix»m  our  acts  permitting  iia- 
turalinatioi*  of  foreigners.  When  a  foreigner 
presents  himself  we  do  not  inquire  what  his  rela» 
tion  is  to  his  own  country ;  W'e  have  not  the 
means  of  knowing,  and  the  inquiry  would  be  inde¬ 
licate  4  we  leave /t/m  to  judge  of  that.  If  he  em¬ 
barrasses  himself  it  is  his  own  fault  and  folly,,  but 
this  does  not  imply  a  consent  ,that  our  citizens* 
should  expatriate  themselves.” 

If  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth  had  descend¬ 
ed  from  the  abotles  of  bliss  where  he  is 
now  probably  enthroned,  (Tor  he  was  a 
truly  ^00//  and  pious y  as  well  as  great  man,) 
he  could  not  have  used  an  arguraei^ 
which  implied  more  complete  disappro¬ 
bation  of  Mr.  Madison’s  speech  and  con¬ 
duct  than  lliis  is.  Mr.  Madison  tlunks  it 
inconsistent  in  Great  Britain  to  natural¬ 
ise  foreigners  and  yet  deny  (he  right  of 
expatriation.  Chief  Justice  EiUworth,  20 
years  ago  answered  him,  by  saying, 
“  When  we  naturalize  a  man  we  never 
inquire  w  hat  his  ties  ai^e  to  Jhis  own  coun¬ 
try.  If  he  is  embarrassed  by  his  old  al¬ 
legiance  it  is  hh  follyy  but  this  implies  no 
consent  on  onr  part.”  When  we  natural¬ 
ize  a  man,  we  know  no.t  but  he  may  have 
committed  murder,  or  robbery,  of  treason, 
before  he  left  his  own  country^  If  his  so¬ 
vereign  catches  him  after  naturalization 
does  that  protect  him  ?  All  men  would 
shudder  at  such  a  thought.  Y et  where  is 
the  difference  if  the  laws  of  his  country 
had  before  forbidden  him  to  bear  arms  du¬ 
ring  his  life  against  his  native  country  ? 
When  we  a/ccept  a  citizeuy  as  when  we 
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Ilire  a  fnaii,  ^^e  take  liim  sul»ject  to  all 
the  debts  and  obligations  and  duties  which 
he  had  before  tjontracted. 

We  now  come  to  the  celebrated  case  of 
^'allK)!  et  al;  vs.  Jansen. 

This  was  a  writ  of  error  in  tlie  nature 
of  an  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of 
Carolina,  upon  a  libel  filed  by  Joost  Jan¬ 
sen  against  Edwanl  Ballard,  captain  of 
an  arineil  ship  called  L’Ami  de  la  Liberte, 
setting  forth,  that  he  was  late  master  of  a 
Dutch  vessel  which  had  been  ca})fured  on 
the  high  seas  by  said  Ballard  (  and  said 
vessel  was,  moreover,  afterwards  taken 
possession  of  by  William  Talbot,  captain 
of  another  armed  ship,  and  averring  that 
Ballard  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

William  Talbot  interposed  a  claim  of 
said  vessel,  stating  that  he  was  a  French 
citizen^  and  commanded  a  French  priva¬ 
teer  ;  that  he  had  been  duly  naturalized 
in  Guadaloupe,  and  w  as  legally  commis¬ 
sioned. 

The  facts  werCy  that  Talbot  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Virginia,  l)ut  w  as  duly  naturalized 
in  the  island  of  Guadaloupe  as  a  French 
citizen.  The  schooner  he  commanded 
was  owned  by  an  American  resident  in 
Guadaloupe,  and  who  had  been  duly  na¬ 
turalized. 

It  appeared  as  to  Ballard,  the  captain 
of  the  other  privateer,  that  in  pursuance 
of  a  special  law  of  Virginia  allowing  of 
and  pointing  out  the  mode  of  expatriating 
a  citizen  of  that  state,  he  had  gone  into; 
a  county  court,  and  renounced  \m  allegiance 
to  Virginia^  but  he  had  not  been  wo/wro/- 
ized  in  any  other  country  though  he  had 
departed  from  this. 

It  was  not  absolutely  essential,  that 
the  court  should  decide  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion  of  expatriation.  The  judges  accord¬ 
ingly  took  very'  different  courses.  Some 
decided  on  one  ground,  some  on  another; 
but  as  Judge  Iredell  did  go  fully  into  this 
point ;  as  he  has  been  wickedly  cited  by 
the  friends  of  administration,  as  being 
in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of  expatriation 
generally ;  and  as  his  opinion,  if  admitted 
(as  it  has  been)  to  be  binding  and  worthy 
of  respect,  is  direct,  conclusive,  and  fatal 
to  Mr.  Madison’s  pretensions.  I  shall 
make  very  free  quotations  from  it.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  limitations  he  lays  down 
perfectly  accord  with  the  common  law  as 
well  as  practice  of  Great  Britain. 

'  Judge  Iredell,  after  declaring  that  the 
right  to  change  one’s  country  is  unques¬ 
tionable,  and  one  which  he  would  be  the 


last  man  on  earth  to  deny,  lays  down  the 
folloAving  limitations  to  that  right : 

1st.  That  a  citizen  cannot  do  it  when 
he  owes  debts  to  the  country,  or  to  its  ci* 
tizens. 

2dlv.  That  he  cannot  do  it  when  the 
country  which  he  quits  is  at  war ;  which 
has  lH*en  the  state  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  last  twenty  years. 

.‘Idl3\  He  goes  on  to  say,  that  it  is  a 
right  which  the  legislature  of  every  coun¬ 
try  has  the  power,  and  is  bound  to  restrain 
ami  control. 

In  remarking  on  the  Virginia  law  al¬ 
lowing  of  expatriation,  he  approves  of  it. 
But  he  adds, 

“  If  tliHt  Iftw  bo  now  in  force,  it  is  clear,  that  a 
citizen  of  Virginia  can  expatriate  himself  in  no 
other  manner  than  that  pointed  out  by  their  law 

AVhat  argument  can  be  stronger  to  show^ 
that  if  the  laws  of  any  state  prohibit  emi¬ 
gration,  or  admit  it  sub  modoy  that  it  can 
be  exercised  in  no  other  manner  than  the 
laws  of  the  state  permit. 

“  Admit,”  says  he,  “  that  Talbot  had  a  right 
to  expatriate  himself,  without  any  law^  prescri¬ 
bing  the  method  of  his  doing  so,  we  surely  must 
have  some  evidence  thathehad  done  it.”  “  Tliere 
is  7ionc,  but  that  he  w^ent  to  the  West  Indies  an<l 
became  a  citizen  tliere^  and  taking  an  oath  to  the 
French  republic.”  “Ido  not  think  that  merely 
taking  such  an  oath  and  being  admitted  a  citizen 
therCy  in  itself,  is  evidence  of  a  bona  fide  expatria¬ 
tion,  or  completely  discharges  the  obligation  he 
owes  to  his  own  country P 

“  Had  there  been  any  RESTRICTIONS 
by  OUR  LAW  on  his  quitting  this  cfjuntry,  could 
ANY  ACT  of  a  foreign  state  operate  as  a  repeal 
of  these  t  Certainly  not.  When  he  goes  there, 
they  know  nothing  of  him  perhaps,  but  from  his 
own  representation.  He  becomes  a  citizen  of  the 
new  country  at  his  peril.  The  act  is  complete 
if  he  has  legally  quitted  his  owm ;  if  not,  it  is 
suboidinate  to  the  allegiance  he  originally  owed.” 
“  Did  any  man  think  that  when  the  rights  of 
citizenship  were  conferred  on  the  unfortunate 
Marquis  La  Fajrette,  that  that  absolved  him  as  a 
subject  of  his  own  country  ?  It  liad  only  this  ef¬ 
fect,  that  whenever  he  came  into  this  country  and 
chose  to  reside  here,  he  was  ipso  facto  to  be  deem¬ 
ed  a  citizen,  and  nothing  farther 

Such  were  Judge  Iredell’s  opinions  in 
this  famous  case,  and  who  would  believe 
that  he  could  have  been  cited  as  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  throw 
off  his  allegiance  at  pleasure  ? 

Never  did  a  man  take  more  pains  not 
to  be  misunderstood.  He  agreed  precise¬ 
ly  with  Blackstone,  and  with  the  English 
lawyers.  He  agreed  also  perfectly  with 
Chief  Justice  Ellsworth. 

We  have  then  six  judges  of  the  su¬ 
preme  court,  at  different  times^  and  in  dlT^ 
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fere  lit  cases,  8ti[)porting  the  c<nnnion  law 
er  English  doctrine  as  applied  to  us ;  and 
not  one  case  to  the  contrary,  not  a  single 
opinion  in  contradiction  to  it. 

Yet  Mr.  Madison  speaks  of  this  as  a 
new,  and  most  horrible  pretension  of  En¬ 
gland.  Yet  in  opposition  to  this  princi¬ 
ple,  supported  by  our  own  laws  and  our 
own  judges^  he  is  ready  to  murder  hun- 
ilreds  of  innocent  British  officers,  and  ex- 
|R)se  as  many  of  our  own  to  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  death.  For  this  he  wishes  to  see 
our  towns  laid  in  ashes,  and  our  wives 
and  children  turned  houseless  into  the 
wootls,  to  roam  and  starve.  Much  more 
could  be  said  on  this  subject,  and  others, 
tending  to  show  that  our  country  is  very 
far  advanc€Hl  in  the  “  Road  to  Rtnn.'*  But 
we  have  already  exhausted  the  patience 
of  our  readers,  and  it  is  time  that  we  give 
place  to  abler  writers,  though  w^e  shall 
not  admit  that  many  can  Im*  found  more 
attached  to  our  beloved  country. 

A  FARMER. 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates^ 
transmitting  a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of 
/Far,  accompanied  with  sundry  documents ; 
In  obedien^'e  to  a  resolution  of  the  31st  of 
December  last,  requesting  such  information 
as  may  tend  to  explain  the  causes  of  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  on  the 
northern  frontier.  Feb.  2,  1814 — Read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Continued.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 
Major  General  Dearborn,  dated  Jrar  Depart¬ 
ment,  June  19, 1813. 

'  “  Your  letters  of  the  6th  and  8th  instant 
have  been  received.  There  is,  indeed,  some 
strange  fatality  attending  our  efforts.  I  can¬ 
not  disguise  from  you  the  surprise  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  two  escapes  of  a  beaten  ene¬ 
my  ;  first  on  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  and 
again  on  the  first  instant.  Battles  are  not 
gained  when  an  inferior  and  broken  enemy  is 
not  destroyed.  Nothing  is  done,  while  any 
thing  that  might  have  been  done,  is  omitted. 
This  maxim  is  as  old  as  the  profession  of  arms 
and  in  no  walk  of  life  applies  with  as  much 
ibree  as  in  that  of  a  soldier. 

“  Should  Proctor  have  returned  from  Mal¬ 
den,  and  been  able  to  effect  a  junction  with 
Vincent’s  corps  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  it  has 
been  done  for  one  of  two  purposes :  either  to 
dispute  with  you  the  possession  of  the  penin¬ 
sula,  or  more  securely  to  effect  their  general 
retreat  to  Kingston.  The  latter  is  the  more 
probable  conjecture  of  the  two,  and  is  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  appearance  of  Yeo  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  lake,  and  by  the  |K>sitioD  which 
Vincent  has  taken  tbere,” 


EXTRACT, 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  George,  June  20,  181S, 
“Sir — I  have  been  so  reduced  in^ strength, 
as  to  be  incapable  of  any  command.  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Boyd  is'  the  only  general  officer 
present,  and  from  resignations,  sickness  and 
other  contingencies,  the  number  of  regimental 
officers  present  fit  for  dnty,  are  far  below  what 
the  service  requires.  A  considerable  propor¬ 
tion  of  our  army  being  composed  of  new  re¬ 
cruits,  and  tlie  weather  having  been  extreme¬ 
ly  unfavourable  to  bealtli,  the  sick  have  be¬ 
come  so  numerous,  in  addition  to  the  wounded, 
as  to  reduce  the  effective  force  far  below  what 
could  have  been  contemplated ;  but  if  the 
w'eather  should  become  favourable,  which 
ought  to  be  expected,  a  great  part  of  the  sick 
will  probably  be  fit  for  duty  in  a  short  time. 
The  enemy  have  been  reinforced  at  the  head 
of  the  lake,  with  about  500  men  of  tlie  104th 
regiment.  A  vessel  carrying  ammunition  and 
other  munitions  of  war,  bound  to  the  head  of 
the  lake,  was  captured  four  days  since  by 
Commodore  Chauncey’s  schooners,  from  which 
I  conclude,  that  the  enemy  h  ill  endeavour  to 
keep  up  such  a  force  at  or  near  the  head  of  the 
lake,  as  to  prevent  any  part  of  our  force  in  tiiis 
quarter,  from  joining  or  proceeding  to  Sacket’s 
Harbour,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Kings¬ 
ton  ;  and  such  is  the  state  of  the  roads  in  tills 
flat  country,  in  consequence  of  continual  rains, 
as  to  render  our  operations  against  the  enemy 
extremely  difficult,  without  the  aid  of  a  fleet 
for  tlie  transportation  of  provisions,  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  other  necessary  vsupplfes.  The  ene¬ 
my  would  probably  retreat  on  our  approach, 
and  keep  out  of  our  reach,  being  covered  by 
one  or  more  armed  vessels,  which  remain  on 
this  part  of  the  lake.  The  whole  of  these 
embarrassments  have  resulted  from  a  temi>o- 
rary  loss  of  the  command  of  the  lake.  The 
enemy  has  availed  himself  of  the  a<lvantage 
and  forwarded  reinforcements  and  supplies.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war, 

to  Major  General  Deurbom,-  dated  IFar  Dz- 

parlment,  July  1, 1813. 

“  The  leisure  you  now  have  offers  a  fine  opC 
portuuity  for  the  adjutants  and  inspectors  ge¬ 
neral  to  attend  to  their  particular  duties. 
Some  of  the  parties  of  which  you  speak,  from 
the  enemy,  may  practice  a  trick  on  those  who 
follow  them.  These  last  ought  to  be  very  cir¬ 
cumspect.  Chauncey  will,  I  Iiope,  soon  rc-ap- 
pear  on  the  lake.  A  battle  will  then  decide 
which  of  us  shall  be  victor  for  the  can»paign. 
I  am  afraid  we  have  all  along  ^ted  on  a  belief^ 
very  pleasing,  but  ill  founded,  viz.  that  we 
were  ahead  of  the  enemy  as  to  naval  means  and 
naval  preparations  on  the  lakes.  Are  we  sure 
that  our  calculations  with  regard  to  Lake  Erie, 
have  been  better  than  those  with  regard  to 
Lake  Ontario  ?  A  week  or  two  will  decide  this 
question.” 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  George,  June  25, 1813. 

Sir — I  have  the  mortification  of  informing 
you  of  an  unforUmate  and  unaccountable 
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event,  which  oecuprcd  yesterday.  On  the  | 
23d,  at  evening.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler, 
with  ,'570  men,  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry  and 
riflemen,  in  due  proportion,  w'as  ordered  to 
march  by  the  way  of  Queenstown,  to  a  place 
called’ the  Beaver  Dams,  on  the  high  grounds, 
about  eight  or  nine  miles  from  Queenstown,  to 
attack  and  disperse  a  body  of  the  enemy  col¬ 
lected  there  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  pro¬ 
visions,  and  harrassing  those  inhabitants  who 
are  considered  friendly  to  the  United  States; 
their  force  was,  from  the  most  direct  informa¬ 
tion,  composed  of  one  company  of  the  104th 
regiment,  above  eighty  strong ;  from  one  hun¬ 
dred  to  two  hundred  militia ;  and  from  fifty 
to  sixty  Indians.  At  eight  o’clock  yesterday 
morning,  when  within  about  two  miles  of  the 
Beaver  Dams,  our  detachment  was  attacked 
from  an  ambuscade,  but  soon  drove  the  enemy 
some  distance  into  the  woods,  and  then  retired 
to  a  clear  field,  and  sent  an  express  for  a  rein¬ 
forcement,  saying  he  would  maintain  his  posi¬ 
tion  until  reinforced.  A  reinforcement  of 
three  hundred  men  marched  immediately  un¬ 
der  Colonel  Chrystie;  but  on  arriving  at 
Queenstown,  Colonel  Chrystie  received  au¬ 
thentic  information  tliat  Colonel  Boerstler, 
with  his  command,  had  surrendered  to  the 
<?neiny,  and  the  reinforcement  returned  to 
camp.  A  man  who  belonged  to  a  small  corps 
of  mounted  volunteer  rilleinen,  came  in  this 
morning,  who  states,  that  the  enemy  sur¬ 
rounded  our  detachment  in  the  woods,  and  to¬ 
wards  twelve  o’clock  commenced  a  general 
attack;  that  our  troops  fought  more  than  two 
hours,  until  the  artillery  had  expended  the 
w’hole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then  surrender¬ 
ed,  and  at  the  time  of  surrender,  the  informant 
made  his  escape.  Why  it  should  have  been 
ileeincd  prosper  to  remain  several  hours  in  a 
position  surrounded  with  woo<Is,  without  either 
risking  a  decisive  action,  or  efiecting  a  retreat, 
remains  to  be  accounted  for,  as  well  as  the 
project  of  waiting  for  a  reinforcement  from  a 
distance  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles. 

No  information  has  been  received  of  the 
killed  or  wounded.  The  enemy’s  fleet  has 
again  arrived  in  our  Jieighbourhood- 

I  am,  sir,  H-  DEARBORN- 

Hon,  John  Armstrongs  secretary  at  war. 

War  Department,  July  6,  1813. 
Sir — I  have  the  president’s  orders  to  ex¬ 
press  to  you  his  decision,  that  you  retire  from 
the  command  of  district  No.  9,  and  of  the 
troops  within  the  same,  until  your  health  be 
re-established,  and  until  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  very  great 
respect,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant.  JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

Major  General  Henry  Dearborn. 
Correspondence  between  the  secretary  of  war  and 
Brigadier  General  Boyd. 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 
Brigadier  General  Boyd,  dated  W ar  Depart- 
tnent,  June  30,  1813. 

The  restriction  put  upon  you  with  regard 


to  the  enemy,  was  but  commensurate  wiUi 
their  command  of  the  lake.  So  long  as  they 
had  wings  and  you  had  only  feet ;  so  long  as 
they  could  be  transported,  supplied,  and  rein¬ 
forced  by  water  and  at  will,  common  sense, 
as  well  as  military  principles,  put  you  on  the 
defensive.  These  circumstances  changed,  the 
rule  changes  with  them  ;  and  it  now  becomes 
your  business,  in  concert  with  the  fleet,  to 
harrass  and  destroy  the  enemy,  wherever  you 
can  find  him.  Of  the  competency  of  your 
force  there  can  be  no  doubt,  provided  your 
estimate  of  his  be  but  tolerably  correct.” 

War  Department,  July  :10,  1813. 

Sir — I  have  this  moment  received  informa¬ 
tion  that  Fort  Meigs  is  again  attacked,  and  by 
a  comidcrahk  regular  force.  This  jnust  have 
l)eeu  drawn  from  De  Rottenberg’s  corps.  His 
late  insolence  in  pushing  his  small  attacks  to 
the  very  outline  of  your  works,  has  been  in¬ 
tended  to  mask  his  weakness  produced  by 
this  detachment.  If  (as  yon  say)  yon  can  beat 
him,  do  it  without  delay;  and  reiVicmlKjr  that 
if  yon  beat,  yon  must  destroy  him.  There  is 
no  excuse  for  a  general  who  permits  a  beaten 
enemy  to  escape  and  to  rally.  These  remarks 
grow  out  of  some  recent  events  in  yoiir  quar¬ 
ter,  and  require  no  explanation.  It  is  the 
president’s  wish  that  you  should  communicate 
fully  and  freely  with  Brigadier  General  Wil¬ 
liams.  It  is  only  by  this  kind  of  intercourse 
that  the  efforts  of  all  can  be  united  in  promo¬ 
ting  tlie  public  gooil. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  humble  sec  vast. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Brigadier  General  Boyd,  Fort  George. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General 
John  P.  Boyd  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated 
Head-Quarters,  Fort  George,  July  21th,  1813. 
“  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  last  on 
the  24th  instant.  On  the  22d  instant.  Gene¬ 
ral  Lewis  and  Commodore  Cliauucey  w'ere  ad¬ 
vised  by  rae  that  from  intelligence  received 
from  Major  Chapin  and  deserters,  most  of  the 
enemy’s  captured  ordnance  and  their  princi¬ 
pal  depot  of  ammunition,  stores,  &c.  are  at 
the  head  of  the  lake.  It  was  suggested  that 
a  small  force  might  surprise,  take,  destroy, 
ox  bring  them  o^  if  part  of  the  fleet  might 
be  allowed  to  assist  in  moving  onr  troops. 

Yesterday  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  brought 
me  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  stat¬ 
ing  that  he  api^roved  of  the  enterprise,  and 
would  go  himself'  with  his  fleet  to  the  head  of 
the  lake,  and  requested  guides,  information, 
kc.  J  have  deemed  it  proper  to  detail  a  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Scott,  which  will  embark  on  board  the  Lady 
of  the  Lake,  with  directions  to  join  the  squad¬ 
ron,  which  is  believed  to  be  now  somewhere 
near  Little  York.” 

Extraet  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General 
Boyd,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Fort 
George,  July3\,  1813. 

”  1  had  the  honour  to  address  yon  on  |.lie 
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27th  instant.  Agreeably  to  the  plan  therein 
suggested,  (Joinmodore  (Jhauncey  arrived  here 
on  the  28th  instant,  and  received  on  board  the 
fleet  a  body  ot*  men  under  the  command  ot 
Colonel  Scott.  Light  and  contrary  winds  re¬ 
tard  their  progress  up  the  lake,  but  ere  this 
the  attack  has  probably  been  made  on  the 
head  of  the  lake.  No  iutbrmation  has  as  yet 
been  received. 

“  The  enemy  has  lately  kept  his  Indians  so 
constantly  scouring  the  woods  of  our  vicinity, 
that  we  gain  no  deserters  nor  intelligence  of 
his  movements.” 

CoUmel  ScotVs  Report. 

Fort  George,  August  3,  1813, 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  re|)ort,  that  in 
obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  on  board 
the  fleet  with  the  detachment  of  troo|>s  under 
my  command,  destined  to  act  against  the  ene¬ 
my’s  post  at  the  head  of  Little  I^ake,  or 
Burlington  Bay ;  in  sight  of  which  place  I  ar¬ 
rived  late  in  the  evening  of  the  3()th  iilt.  the 
fleet  having  been  greatly  *  delayed  by  the  al¬ 
most  constant  calm  which  has  prevailed  since 
we  have  sailed. 

This  delay  of  forty-eight  hours,  after  our 
destination  became  obvious  to  the  enemy, 
enabled  him  to  anticipate  our  arrival  by  a  re- 
inlbrcemcnt  of  two  hundred  men  from  the 
nearest  jwsts  on  this  side  of  the  lake,  of  which 
we  were  early  apprized.  Nevertheless,  Com¬ 
modore  Chauncey,  with  my  concurrence, 
thought  it  advisable  to  land  a  detachment 
from  the  army,  together  w  ith  about  two  hiin- 
<lred  and  fifty  marines  and  seamen  from  the 
fleet,  (making  a  total  force  of  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  men)  the  better  to  enable  us  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  exact  force  and  position  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  camp.  The  lainling  was  made  on  the 
neck  of  land  which  nearly  cuts  off  the  Little 
Lake  from  Lake  Ontario.  From  this  point 
vve  could  plainly  discover  the  enemy’s  posKion 
on  Burlington  Heights,  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  a  creek,  and  in  front  by  an  entrench¬ 
ment  and  a  battery  of  seven  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  Little  Lake  or  bay  is  betw'oen  those  two 
points,  six  or  seven  miles  across. 

Perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy’s  po¬ 
sition,  and  learning  from  the  inhabitants  that 
the  force  on  the  heights,  independent  of  the 
reinforcement  above  ihentioned,  was  nearly 
equal  to  our  ow  n,  the  coinmo<iore  determined 
not  to  risk  an  attack,  especially  as  our  boats 
would  have  been  greatly  annoyed  in  the  as¬ 
cent  towards  the  head  of  the  bay,  by  a  small 
schooner  of  the  enemy’s,  having  on  board  one 
18  pound  carronade.  The  channel  connect¬ 
ing  the  tw  o  lakes  did  not  aflbrd  water  for  the 
passage  of  either  of  our  schooners.  In  the 
above  opinion  I  fully  concurred  with  the  com¬ 
modore.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  enemy 
^received  a  further  reinforcement  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  men  the  same  evening  by  land  from 
Kingston. 

On  our  return  to  this  harbour  the  fleet  put 
York,  at  which  place  we  burnt  the  bar¬ 


racks  and  public  stores,  and  brought  off  one 
piece  of  ordnance,  (24  pounder,)  eleven  bat- 
teaux,  and  about  four  hundred  barreh  of  flour 
and  hard  bread.  The  barracks  and  stores  had 
been  repaired  since  the  27th  May.  Thirty  or 
forty  sick  and  wounded  in  hospital,  vere  pa¬ 
roled,  and  four  prisoners  (regulars)  brought  off. 
There  had  been  no  garrison  at  the  place  for 
the  few  days  previous. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  fiost  obe¬ 
dient  servant. 

W.  SCOTT,  Colonel  com.  detachment. 
Brigadier  General  Boyd,  commanding,  6fc. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General 

John  P.  Boyd,  to  the  secretary  at  nar,  dated 

Head-Quarters,  Fort  George,  Uppet  Canada, 

Avgust  8,  1813. 

“  By  Tuesday’s  mail  I  had  the  hunour  to 
receive  your  commands  of  the  30th  instant, 
and  yesterday  a  number  of  letters  enclosed, 
which  w'ere  delivered  as  directed. 

“  Conceiving  myself  at  liberty  to  act  of¬ 
fensively  on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  an  expe¬ 
dition  was  immediately  concerted  against  the 
enemy,  and  accorded  to  by  Com.  Chauncey. 
One  thousand  was  to  embark  on  board  the 
fleet,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Gene¬ 
ral  Williams,  to  land  at  the  head  oftlie  lake. 
The  army  at  this  place  was  to  ino»e  in  two 
columns  against  the  enemy’s  front,  vliile  Ge¬ 
neral  Williams  assailed  his  rear  and  cut  off 
his  retreat.  Yesterday  morning,  the  time 
when  the  troops  were  to  have  embzrked,  the 
enemy’s  fleet  w^as  discovered  off’  this  place. 

“  Commodore  Chauncey  weigheJ  aiiciior, 
approached  him,  and  by  every  indication  that 
a  leeward  position  would  admit,  atfered  to 
engage.” 

HeadrQuarters,  Fort  George,  Aug  12,  1813. 

Sir — 1  had  the  lionour  to  address  you  the 
8tli  instant.  Unfavourable  winds  continued 
to  thwart  the  w  ishes  of  Commodore  Chaum^ey 
to  bring  the  enemy  to  ai^tion ;  and  about  the 
9th  instant,  he  w'as  so  untbilunate  is  to  lose, 
in  a  squall,  two  small  schooners,  which  upset. 
On  the  night  of  the  10th  a  severe  cannonade 
was  heard  on  the  lake,  which  wc  ascertaitted 
in  the  morning,  resulted  in  the  lo«oftwoof 
our  smallest  schooners.  Uudiscoiraged  by 
these  slight  disasters.  Commodore  Chauncey 
is  still  in  pui’suit  of  the  enemy,  resolved  to 
bring  him  to  a  general  engagement.  These 
circumstances  have  necessarily  debyed  the 
attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  win  contem¬ 
plated  in  ray  last  letter.  General  Porter  is 
assembling  a  body  of  volunteers  aad  Indians 
at  Buffalo  with  a  view  to  co-opeiate  in  this 
enterprise.  He  will  probably  joii  us  soon. 
Any  thing  which  can  be  done  without  the  co¬ 
operation  of  tlie  fleet,  shall  be  attempted. 
To  attack  the  enemy,  without  being  able  to 
cut  off  bis  retreat,  would  be  only  beating  with¬ 
out  capturing  him. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD,  Brig.  Gen.  com. 
Hon,  John  Armstrong,  secretary  qf  war. 
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Hcadf^arkn^  Fort  (if<yrgt\  Aug.  15, 1813. 
Sir — 1  had  tJie  honour  to  address  you  (»u 
the  12th  instant.  Since  which  time  nothin, 2; 
of  impoHanco  has  occurred.  Commodore 
Channcey  has  left  this  part  of  the  lake,  and 
the  enemy  have  now  so  far  the  ascendancy  as 
to  render  the  proposed  enterprise  against  his 
land  tbrcc  impracticable,  Yesterday  gene- 
'  cal  Porter  arrived  at  this  place  with  a  b(3y  of 
volunteers  and  Indians,  which  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  assembled  at  Buffalo.  In  the  event 
of  such  aa  attack  as  was  contemplated,  this 
force  woidd  be  of  infinite  service.  At  present 
they  can  only  be  employed  to  harrass  the 
enemy. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedi^mt 
Servant, 

X)HN  P.  BOYD,  Brig.  Gen.  com. 
Han.  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  nar. 

Leflcrj:  frofn  the  secretary  of  war  to  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  l^eviy,  commanding  at  Sacket’s  Harbour. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  IVar  to 
Major  fJcneral  Lenis,  dated  Har  Depart^ 
went.  My  9,  1813. 

“  An  order  was  expedited  to  General  Dear¬ 
born  yesterday,  permitting  him  to  retire 
from  the  command  of  the  army  and  district. 
Another  was  sent  to  Boyd  forbidding  him  to 
engage  in  any  affair  with  the  enemy  that 
could  be  avoided,  and  subjecting  him  to  the 
brders  of  Major  General  Hampton  and  of 
yourself.  This  last  (for  Hampton  is  now  the 
eldest  offict‘r  in  the  district)  was  intended  to 
meet  the  contingency  suggested  in  my  last 
fetter,  viz.  that  if  w^e  gained  command  of 
the  lake,  aid  Yeo  retired  under  the  guns  of 
Kingston;  1  hat  this  moment  of  superiority 
must  not  be  lost,  and  that  bringing  down 
Boyd’s  dnision  a  blow  might  be  struck  at  that 
place.  To  favour  this  enterprise,  orders  will 
be  sent  to  General  Hampton  to  push  his  head 
quarters  to  the  position  held  by  our  army  the 
last  campaign  on  Lake  Champlain  ;  and  a  re¬ 
quisition  for  ten  thousand  militia  from  the 
states  of  ITew-York  and  Vermont,  in  rein- 
Ibrcement  of  this  part  of  the  plan,  will  be 
fuperadded. 

“  The  moment  Chauncey  goes  out  our  stores 
along  the  foiith  shore  of  the  lake  should  be 
brought  down  to  the  harbour,  and  in  that  case 
jour  small  posts  (consisting  of  regular  troops) 
drawn  into  your  main  body.” 

War  Department,  July  3,  1813.  ! 

Sir — It  is  not  merely  possible,  but  proba¬ 
ble  that  the  British  fleet  on  Lake  Ontario 
may,  upon  the  fitting  out  of  the  General  Pike, 
refuse  a  battle  and  take  shelter  under  the 
guns  of  Kingston  until  their  new  brig  shall 
restore  them  to  their  superiority.  A  ques¬ 
tion  of  much  importance  arises  on  this  sup¬ 
posed  state  of  things.  What  will  be  the  best 
possible  employment  of  our  force  during  the 
period  we  may  be  able  to  command  the  lake  ? 
Shall  we  reinforce  the  troops  at  Fort  George 
fhom  Sacket’s  Harbour  and  cut  oflf  Vincent, 


or  shall  we  bring  from  Fort  George  the  mass 
of  the  division  tliere,  and  uniting  them  to  your 
present  command,  attack  the  enemy  at  Kings¬ 
ton  ?  If  the  latter  part  of  the  alternative  be 
adopted,  two  things  must  be  done.  A  heavy 
iKxly  of  militia  should  he  assembled  at  Og- 
densburg  to  draw  to  that  jioint  the  enemy’s 
attention,  and  General  Hampton  should  move 
rapidly  and  in  force  against  Montreal.  Our 
assembled  force  at  Sacket’s  Harliour  would 
amount  to  seven  thousand  men,  independently 
of  the  naval  means.  The  enemy’s  land  force 
at  Kingston  alioiit  four  thousand.  Could  a 
successful  attack  be  made  here,  the  fate  of 
the  campaign  is  decided  ;  perhaps  that  of  the 
war.  The  object  is  great;  but  in  proportion 
as  it  is  so,  the  means  of  effecting  it  ought  to 
be  well  considered.  From  the  sketclies  I 
have  been  able  to  procure  of  Kingston  and  its 
vicinity,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  attack 
should  be  made  on  the  works  which  cover 
the  battery  on  Xavy  Point.  These  gained, 
town,  battery,  and  harbour  are  all  at  your 
discretion.  Bew'are  of  dividing  your  attack. 
Confine  it  to  a  single  point,  but  let  that  point 
be  a  commanding  one. 

Believe  me,  general,  very  respectfully  yours, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Lewis,  Sockets  Harbmtr. 

Correspondence  between  the  fecretaiy  of  war,  and 
Major  General  Harrison. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  to 

Major  General  William  H.  Harrison,  dated 

War  Department,  March  5,  1813. 

”  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  jx)ur  despatches  of  the  llth  and  20th 
ultimo. 

“  The  suspension  of  your  movement  in  ad¬ 
vance,  appe;u*s  to  have  been  ncjcessary;  but 
though  this  may  be  the  case,  your  demonstra¬ 
tions  against  Malden  should  not  cease.  Tliesc 
you  will  make  in  such  way  as  shall  be  l>cst  cal¬ 
culated  so  keep  up  the  enemy’s  alarm  for  the 
safety  of  that  post,  and  of  the  ships  of  war 
wintering  tliere.  You  will  be  more  able  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  this  policy  when  I 
state,  that  we  shall  very  soon  be  in  motion  on 
the  Niagara  and  St.  Lawrence. 

”  You  did  well  in  stopping  the  march  of  the 
two  regiments  from  Ohio.  To  have  added  to 
your  force,  so  long  as  your  object  is  restricted 
to  the  maintenance  of  your  present  position, 
would  have  been  a  veiy  useless  expenditure  of 
both  public  spirit  and  public  money. 

**  As  your  campaign  is  now  at  an  end,  and 
yet  nearly  approached  to  that  which  is  coming, 
it  may  be  proper  to  communicate  to  you  the 
president’s  views  in  relation  to  your  subset* 
quent  movements. 

“It  would  appear  that  Malden  can  only  be 
successfully  approached  by  the  route  you  are 
now  upon,  at  two  seasons  of  tlie  year,  mid¬ 
winter  and  mid-summer.  The  former  is  gone, 
and  to  wait  for  the  latter,  would  be  hardly  less 
disastrous  than  ^defeat  itself.  WhaX  remains 
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^  US  to  do,  IS  to  keep  our  present  ground  till 
the  lake  opens,  and  then  to  approach  our  ob* 
ject  by  water,  and  niider  convoy  of*  the  vessels 
of*  war  building  at  Presque  Isle.  These  will 
be  afloat  and  ready  to  operate  by  the  nfii<idle 
of  May.  By  the  same  time  boats  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of*  troops,  a  train  of*  artillery,  bag¬ 
gage,  &c.  may  be  constructed.  Cleveland  is, 
believed  to  be  the  place  best  fitted  for  this 
purpose.  It  will  also  be  made  the  depot  for 
the  troops  to  be  employed  on  the  expedition, 
which  will  be  the  24th  regiment  now  at  Mas¬ 
sac;  and  tiiree  of  the  twenty  new  regiments 
provided  by  an  act  of  the  session  of  congress 
which  closed  yesterday.  Two  of  these  will  be 
raised  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  third  in 
that  of  Kentucky. 

“  Whatever  these  troops  may  fall  short  of 
the  number  and  strength  contemplated  by  the 
laws  under  which  they  shall  be  raised,  must 
necessarily  be  made  up  from  milUiaandvolxtn- 
teers;  whence  will  arise  the  necessity  of  strict¬ 
ly  attending  to  the  progress  of  enlistments,  so 
that  in  the  event  of  their  failure,  which  may 
readily  lic  foreseen,  time  may  be  left  for  resort¬ 
ing  to  the  other  expedient.” 

fTar  Departmeixt^  March  7,  1813. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  18th  of  February 
was,  from  some  cause,  delayed  much  beyond 
the  usual  course  of  the  mail,  and  even  some 
days  after  the  receipt  of^’our  despatch  of  the 
20th. 

You  will  find  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  inst. 
the  plan  prescribed  for  your  part  of  tiie  ensu¬ 
ing  campaign ;  and  to  prevent  any  ill  eftect 
arising  from  its  miscarriage,  a  second  copy  is 
herewith  enclosed.  It  is  probable  that  Cols. 
iVPArthur  and  Cass  will  both  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadiers,  and  will  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  two  brigades  intended  to 
tbrm  your  division  of  the  ai*my.  In  tlie  enu¬ 
meration  of  corps  making  parts  of  this  divi¬ 
sion,  1  did  not  mention  the  two  regiments  of 
the  line,  the  17th  and  19th,  parts  of  which  are 
already  with  you.  The  Ailing  up  of  these 
would  be  an  important  service,  and  you  are 
requested  to  promote  it.  If  you  are  at  ease 
with  regard  to  the  safety  of  your  present  post,' 
against  tlie  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  have  se¬ 
cured  the  means  of  subsisting  in  it,  there  can 
be  no  motive  for  either  reinforcing  it  by  new 
drafts  from  the  militia,  or  retiring  from  it.  If,  i 
on  the  other  hand,  your  ibrce  should  be  so  re¬ 
duced  as  to  make  your  stay  perilous,  w  ithout 
a  further  reinforcement,  you  may  employ  tlie 
two  regiments  raised  in  Ohio,  or  so  many  of 
them  as  may  be  necessary  to  your  object.  If 
again,  the  policy  of  adding  to  your  force  is 
forbidden,  by  the  difficulty  of  subsisting  it, 
and  there  arisoi  a  combination  of  both  facts, 
viz.  a  want  of  force  to  maintain  your  present 
position,  and  a  want  of  means  to  subsist  a  lar¬ 
ger  one  ;  in  that  case,  and  in  that  alone,  you 
will  retire  to  the  frontier  settlements,  aiid^  in¬ 
terpose  the  wilderness  between  you  and  the 
enemy. 


These  directions  have  not  grown  out  of  any 
suggestions  to  be  found  in  your  letb^rs,  but 
have  been  produced  by  a  circumspeetkj  u  which 
it  is  always  proper  to  extend  beyond  tlw^  mere 
limits  of  existing  circumstances. 

I  am,  sir,  witii  great  respect,  your  oVidient 
servant. 

.TOUN  ARMSTRCtNG. 
Major  General  H^Uliam  H.  Harrison^ 
Franklinioth  Ohio, 

War  Department^  March  9^  1813. 

Sir — The  government  have  the  intention  of 
building  a  number  of  boats  on  Lake  Erie,  for 
the  purpose  of  transportihg  the  troops  oil  that 
lake.  Cleveland  is  the  point  fartliest  west, 
where  any  portion  of  these  can  be  mad  »  with 
sufficient  expedition.  If  the  whole  coi  lid  be 
made  there  the  better.  These  boats  will  bo 
of  the  kind  know  n  by  the  name  of  Scheitecta- 
dy  boats,  narrow  and  sharp  ahead,  and  flat  bot* 
tomed.  Tliey  will  carry  from  40  to  5(1  men 
each,  with  their  baggage,  arms,  and  acccutrc- 
iiients,  and  provision  ibr  the  voyage.  It  is 
proposed  to  commit  the  snperinteodau  re  of 
this  service  to  you,  and  to  bestow  upon  you, 
pro  hac  vice,  the  staff*  appointment  of  deputy 
quarter  master  general.  If  workmen  caiinot 
be  found  at  Cleveland,  and  other  places  on  the 
lake,  you  will  take  them  from  Pittsburg.  I?ucb 
materials  as  you  may  want,  other  than  t  Itose 
produced  by  the  country  itself,  you  will  pro¬ 
vide  at  Pittsburg,  and  have  sent  on  wit  tout 
delay.  Funds  for  this  purpose  w  ill  be  put  un¬ 
der  your  control,  and  you  w  ill  be  carefiil  to 
iDvike  re]K)rt»  week  ly  of  your  progress. 

\  ciy  rcspectfiiJIy,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedlcttt 
servant. 

JOILV  ARMSTRON(L 
Captain  Jcssvp^  Washington, 

[To  be  continued.] 

NEJV-YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

ANSAVER  OF  THE  SF:NATE, 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH, 

I 

To  his  excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Careivi- 
or  of  the  state  of  JVen-York. 

Sir — III  meeting  your  excellency  at  this  criti¬ 
cal  perio<l,  it  affords  us  great  satisfaction  to  reflect, 
that  our  national  government  have  continued  to 
evince  a  sincere  disposition  to  a  pacification  with 
Great  Britain,  upon  just  and  reciprocal  terms, 
consistent  with  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  t  ke 
established  laws  of  nations.  The  prompt  accepc- 
ance  of  the  proffered  mediation  of  the  Einper-:>t 
of  Russia,  tlie  iiupaitiality  maiiifested  in  all  its 
diplomatic  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  the  candid  and  repeated  assuranc 
that  the  present  w  ar  would  not  produce  any  dost  ‘.V 
connexion  between  the  United  States  and  tht 
latter  power,  furnish  incontestible  proof  of  tha  J 
disposition.  ?iot\\  ithstamling  Uie  proceedings  i  & 
our  government  in  their  relations  with  foreig  k 
powers,  hav'c  tmiforfuly  breaiiied  the  peaceftii 
spirit  of  conciliation,  yet  tlie  senate  cannot  en  - 
teiTaiu  a  very  sanguine  hope,  that  the  lu'gotiaiioni 
i  aheni  to  take  ]daTe  will  eventiMtc  eropitloilsly  * 
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The  nf?siimetl  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain, 
not  to  be  found  in  any  other  code  of  public  law ; 
the  late  triumph  of  her  8ubsidi;sed  and  allied  arms 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  her  fond  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  co-oj»eraUon  of  a  desperate  faction  in 
this  country,  all  conspire  to  forbid  such  hope. 
Yet  tlie  senate  do  not  despair;  the  brilliant  and 
unparalleled  achievements  of  our  infant  navy,  the 
valour  of  our  troops  when  led  into  action,  and’ 
above  all  the  justice  of  our  cause,  have  inspired  a 
confidence  which  will  call  forth  the  energies  of 
tile  nation.  When  military  talents  and  national 
resomv.es  shall  be  fully  developed,  and  the  most 
wise  and  beneficial  direction  shall  be  given  to 
them  ;  and  when  the  enemy  shall  be  made  to  per¬ 
ceive,  that  our  un(]uestionable  rights  are  not  to 
l>e  surn^ndered  and  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  ava¬ 
rice  and  ambition,  it  is  believed  by  the  senate  he 
will  netrace  his  steps  to  meet  us  on  reciprocal 
teriiii.  Till  such  an  event,  that  government 
which  could  be  induced  to  relax  in  its  measures 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  a  just  and  unavoid- 
Lle  war,  would  richly  merit  the  execrations  of  an 
incensed  people.  An  administration,  selected  for 
its  wisdom  and  virtue,  will,  in  our  opinion,  prose¬ 
cute  the  war  till  our  multiplied  wTongs  are,  in 
soHi  ?  measuro,  revenged,  and  our  rights  secured. 

I'be  recent  events  on  the  western  frontier  of 
this  state,  are  deejdy  to  be  deplored.  The  dis- 
ire?  ses  of  our  citizens  by  the  conflagration  of  their 
dwcrllings,  and  the  cohl  blooded  murder  of  peaceful 
and  unarmed  individuals,  excite  the  mingled  emo¬ 
tions  of  horror,  commisseration  and  detestation. 
Th**.  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  conducted 
by  the  enemy,  revive,^  a  rocollection  of  the  scenes 
of  the  revolution.  The  same  enemy  had  then  the 
tame  species  of  allies,  and  their  fool.»^teps  were 
then,  as  now,  marked  by  the  burning  of  defenceless 
villages  and  dwellings,  the  violation  of  females, 
and  the  massacre  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  Under  such 
severe  afflictions  from  a  ruthless  foe,  who  disre- 
gawls  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare,  it  would  be 
unmanly  and  dishonourable  to  despond.  On  the 
coati-ary,  these  tragic  scenes  ought  to  produce  a 
general  and  enthusiastic  union,  in  devoting  our 
lives  and  fortunes  to  the  defence  of  our  beloved 
country,  and  those  rights  vouchsafed  to  us  by  a 
beneficent  Providence.  Your  excellency’s  re¬ 
commendation  of  these  victims  of  a  cruel  and  sa¬ 
vage  warfare,  to  the  immediate  and  liberal  inter- 
poeiition  of  the  legislature,  evinces  the  benevolent 
and  paternal  care  of  our  chief  magistrate,  and  has 
receive*!  the  prompt  attention  of  the  senate. 

AVe  have  fully  appreciated  tlie  wisdom  of  your 
excellency’s  recommendation  for  the  assuming  and 
providing  for  the  payment  of  this  state’s  quota  of 
tlie  dii-ect  tax.  The  resources  of  the  state  are 
abundantly  adequate;  and,  although  we  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the  great 
body  of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  and  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  bear  their  portion  of  the  public  burdens 
for  the  prosecution  of  a  righteous  war,  yet  the 
$aviiig  to  the  state  of  nearly  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars,  besides  the  expeui^es  and  inconvenience  of 
assessment  and  collection,  are  conriderations 
which  induced  the  senate,  at  an  early  hour  of  its 
session,  to  pass  a  hill  for  tliat  purpose. 

I'lie  other  subjects  recommended  by  your  ex- 
celleucy,  ^hail  receive  that  prompt,  altent^on 


which  their  importance  Ai»d,  while  ihf 

senate  render  fervent  gratitude  to  that  indulgent 
Providence,  w  ho  has  mingled  so  many  of  the  en¬ 
joyments  and  benefits  of  peace,  with  the  affliciionji 
of  war,  we  unite  with  your  excellency  in  implor¬ 
ing  him  to  continue  his  benedictions  upon  our  be¬ 
loved  country. 

7 'he  reply  qf  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Gkntlkmkx — I  receive  this  communication 
with  the  must  respectful  iinprossions,  and  bpg 
hiave  to  reciprocate  the  benevolent  and  patriotic 
seiitiiiients  of  the  senate. 

BAMRL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
Albany^  February  12,  lol4. 

ANSWER  OF  THE  HOUSE  TO  HIS  tXCELLLX- 
cy’h  speech. 

To  his  excellency  Daniel  D.  Toxnpkinsy  Govern^ 
or  of' the  state  of'  AVri-  York. 

Sir — Th(^  house  of  as.seinbly  regret,  tlial 
your  excellency  has  it  not  in  your  |Kmer,  to 
congratulate  them  on  this  occasion,  iijmii 
the  return  of  the  advantages  and  blessings 
of  j>eace  ;  and  we  cannot  doubt,  that  it 
would  have  given  your  excellency  great  sa- 
tisfa(‘tion  to  have  done  so ;  for  the  sulterings  of 
many  of  our  citizens  from  this  war,  (some  of 
which  have  been  so  leelinslv  di^scrilwd  in  vour 

V.  /  •  • 

excellency’s  speech,)  have  certainly  been  suf¬ 
ficient  to  induce  every  friend  to  the  state  of 
New- York,  most  devoutly  to  wish  for  peace. 

It  would  have  given  the  house  of  assembly 
great  satistaction,  if  they  could  state  to  your 
excellency,  their  belief,  tJiat,  “  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  U.  States,  both  before  and  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain,  has  uniformly  evinced  a  sincere 
disposition  for  peace.”  If  such  a  disposition 
had  been  evinced  by  them,  the  house  of  as¬ 
sembly  have  no  doubt,  that  the  war  might 
liave  been  avoided ;  the  honour  of  our  country 
preserved;  the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  which  have  been  most  profusely  and 
wantonly  wasted,  might  have  been  saved ;  and 
the  inhabitants  on  our  western  frontier  might 
now  have  been  at  home,  in  peace,  with  their 
families,  in  those  dwellings  where  they  have 
been  found  murdered,  and  mangled  in  the 
most  shocking  inanncr  by  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife.” 

In  the  appointment  of  envoys  to  Europe, 
upon  the  protfered  mediation  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  the  house  of  assembly  do  not  per¬ 
ceive  “incontestible  proof”  of  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Unless  that 
appointment  had  been  made,  it  is  notorious, 
that  they  would  have  been  left  without  money, 
and  of  course  without  the  means  of  carrying  it 
on.  After  having  declared  war,  nothing  but 
a  desire  to  procure  those  means,  could  have 
induced  an  administration,  feeling  for  the  ho* 
nour  and  dignity  of  the  American  character, 
to  send  ministers  to  Europe  begging  for  a  ne¬ 
gotiation,  without  some  assurance  that  Great 
Britain  would  consent  to  treat_  under  the  pro¬ 
posed  mediation.. 
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Atthdugh  Gr^ai  Britain  has  declined  to  treat 
under  the  mediation  of  Russia,  upon  principles 
of  public  law  which  she  deems  essential  to  her 
existence,  yet  the  house  of  assembly  cannot  but 
<*Dngratulate  your  excellency,  that,  the  prince 
i-egent  has  sent  a  special  messenger  to  inform  us, 
that  he  is  ready  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with 
us,  ajid  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  upon  princi¬ 
ples  of  public  law,  and  consistent  with  the  ma¬ 
ritime  rights  of  England.  And,  although  the 
tiouse  of  assembly  cannot  see,  either  in  the 
style,  of  the  answer  of  our  government  by 
which  they  agree  to  negotiate,  nor  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  ministers  appointccl  to  proceed 
to  Europe,  to  conduct  the  negotiation  on  our 
part,  “  incontestiblc  evidence”  of  a  sincere 
desire  in  the  general  government,  that  it 
should  terminate  the  w'ar,  yet  the  recent 
events  in  Europe  afford  the  house  of  assembly 
some  reason  to  hope  for  peace.  As,  however, 
the  proposed  negotiation  may  probably  enable 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  effect 
another  loan,  the  house  of  assembly  agree 
with  your  excellency,  that  we  should  not  per¬ 
mit  the  hope  of  a  favourable  result  “  to  lull  us 
into  a  fatal  security.” 

The  house  of  assembly  perfectly  agree  with 
your  excellency,  that  alter  a  long  period  of 
peace,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  U|)on  the 
Sudden  breaking  out  of  the  war,  that  a  well  or¬ 
ganized  and  efficient  anny  Could  be  immedi¬ 
ately  brought  into  the  field;  and  the  disgrace 
and  disasters  of  our  arms  abundantly  prove, 
that  to  organize  such  an  army  must  be  “  the 
work  of  lime,”  with  the  men  who  direct  the 
aflairs  of  this  country.  It  is  much  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  that  as  the  general  government  se¬ 
lected  their  own  time  to  commence  this  war, 
they  had  not,  if  they  believed  the  w'ar  neces- 
vS'ary,  first  providetl  a  respectable  and  efficient 
force  with  which  to  carry  it  on ;  if  they  had 
done  so,  many  of  the  evils  which  we  now  suf¬ 
fer  might  have  been  avoided.  From  the 
events  of  this  war,  it  w’ould  indeed  appear, 
that  ”  there  was  little  of  the  experience  of  the 
revolution  remaining  in  the  country,”  and  the 
house  of  assembly  admit  with  your  excellency, 
that  w’e  have  “as  much  cause  of  pride  and 
congratulation”  from  those  events  “  as  it  was 
reasonable  to  hope  for,”  taking  into  conside¬ 
ration  the  unprepared  state  in  Hhich  we  were 
hurried  into  tliis  war,  and  the  characters  of 
most  of  the  men  aptK)inte<l  to  conduct  it. 

Of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
brilliant  achievements  of  its  commanders,  iho 
house  of  assembly  want  words  to  express  their 
admiration.  Inhabitants  of  a  great  commercial 
state,  the  people  of  New- York  must  rejoice  to 
hear  your  excellency  speak  in  terms  of  appro¬ 
bation,  of  that  species  of  national  force,  which 
can  alone  be  effectual  to  maintain  and  defend 
our  rights  upon  the  ocean.  When  ujk)!!  the 
subject  of  the  navy,  which  while  it  gives  pro¬ 
tection  to,  can  only  receive  support  from  a 
flourishing  aud  extended  commerce,  the  house 
of  assembly  feel  it  to  be  their  duty,  to  express 


the  serious  concern  with  which  they  view  the 
repeated  restrictive  measures  of  the  govero- 
ment  of  the  Uniteil  States.  One  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  union  of  these  states,  w’as  the 
protection  and  stM*urity  of  their  commerce. 
For  thi.s  protection  and  security,  the  state  of 
New-York  has  surrendered  to  the  general  go¬ 
vernment  great  advantages,  w’hich  she  derives 
from  the  favourable  situation  in  which  nature 
has  placed  her,  and  w'hich  are  independent  ot'^ 
all  merely  political  arrangements.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  state  cannot  without  great  Jealousy, 
regard  the  measures  repeatedly  adopted  by 
the  general  government,  since  the  year 
the  tendency  of  which  is  materially  to  retard 
the  growing  wealth  ami  prosperity  of  this 
state.  It  is  not  for  the  state  of  New-A’ork  to 
abandon  foreign  commerce.  In  no  event  can 
she  voluntarily  submit  for  any  length  of  time 
to  such  a  policy. 

The  hwise  of  assembly  cannot  speak  of  the 
success  of  our  armies  with  the  same  pride  they 
do  of  Uie  navy.  That  the  American  people 
are  brave,  that  in  a  just  cause,  under  good  com¬ 
manders,  they  are  capable  of  doing  any  thing 
which  men  can  do,  are  facts  incontest ibiy  esta¬ 
blished  by  the  revolutionary  war,  and  it  is  not, 
therefore,  surprising,  that  even  in  this  war, 
our  troops  should  “have  exhibited  traits  of 
conduct  ami  intrepidity  tiiat  justify  high  ex-< 
pcctatioiis.”  Many  of  our  men  have  bi-avely 
!  died,  and  many  have  bravely  conquere<l.  The 
house  of  assembly  would  n  joioe,  if  they  could 
perceive  any  benefit  or  advantages,  wdiich 
have  resulted  from  the  exertions  of  these 
brave  men.  York  and  Fort  George,  the  con¬ 
quest  of  w^hich  are  stated  in  your  excellen¬ 
cy’s  speech,  have  been  abandoned  by  us, 
and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy ;  and 
he  has,  in  his  turn,  to  boast  of  the  capture  of 
Niagara,  and  the  laying  waste  our  western  fron¬ 
tier,  as  a  retaliation  for  the  burning  of  Newark, 
and  turning  hundreds  of  meu,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  without  a  home,  and  without  a  covering, 
into  an  inhospitable  wilde/ness,  at  a  most  in¬ 
clement  season  of  the  year.  Your  excellency 
may  rejoice  at  tlie  capture  of  York  and  Fort 
George,  as  honourable  deeds  of  our  armies ; 
these  maybe  “gratifying  events”  to  your  ex¬ 
cellency,  but  they  afford  no  comfort  or  con.so- 
lation  to  our  unfortunate  inhabitants,  who  have 
so  deeply  felt  the  evils  resulting  from  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Newark,  upon  our  frontier.  Des¬ 
pots  may  boast  of  the  success  of  their  arms  ; 
they  may,  to  obtain  honour  and  fame,  sport 
with  the  feelings,  and  pros|)€cts,  and  lives  of 
their  subjects ;  but  the  greatest  lionour  of  a  re¬ 
public  is,  to  protect  the  property,  defend  the 
lives  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

“  The  defence  of  Sandusky,  ami  of  Sacket’s 
Harbour,  and  of  other  places,”  so  far  as  they 
have  exhibited  instances  of  bravery  and  skill 
in  our  troops,  are  sources  of  gratification.  But 
as  Americans,  tlie  house  of  assembly  cannot 
avoid  feeling  a  great  degree  of  mortification  to 
find*  that  your  excelleitcy  thinks  it  matter  of 
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exultation,  that  dur  {roopshave  shown  prowess 
in  defending  onr  country  eighteen  months  after 
the  commencement  of  a  war,  which  the  Ame¬ 
rican  people  were  told  was  to  put  the  Canadas 
in  our  possession  in  six  months  from  the  time 
it  was  declared. 

The  recent  invasion  of  this  state  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  is  a  subject  which  has  very  early  occu- 
yled  the  attention  of  the  liouse  of  assembly; 
the  first  thing  done  after  the  house  w  as  organ¬ 
ized,  was  to  pass  a  resolution  tor  the  relief  of 
our  distressed  inhabitants,  and  they  pledge 
themselves  to  your  excellency,  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  w  hich  have  led  to  the 
i*avages  which  have  been  committed  ;  and 
Uius,  while  with  the  one  hand,  they  rciieve  the 
wants  of  sufterers,  they  may  be  able  with  the 
'bther,  to  point  out  to  them  the  authors  of  their 
calamities.  The  house  of  assiunbly  sincerely 
regret  that  “  the  measures  which  w’ere  taken 
upon  that  emergency”  by  your  excellency, 
were  not  more  effectual  in  defending  the  state 
from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  tliis  war  be  con¬ 
tinued,  the  burden  of  defence  must  tail  heavy 
upon  the  people  of  the  state  of  New-York,  all 
of  whom  must  l^e  materially  injured,  and  many 
totally  ruined  by  it.  The  house  of  assembly 
feel  tile  necessity  of  equalizing  the  burden  as 
iHuch  as  possible,  and  will  heartily  concur  in 
any  constitutional  measures  w’hich  your  excel¬ 
lency  may  recommend  for  this  purpose,  and 
which  they  may  deem  proper  and  effectual. 

That  part  of  your  excellency’s  speech  re¬ 
commending  the  raising  corps  of  volunteers, 
and  giving  them  suitable  remuneration  for 
clothing,  and  an  increase  of  pay,  has  excited 
DO  surprise,  as  the  house  of  assembly  think 
your  excellency  must  be  convinced,  from  what 
has  happened  upon  our  trontier,  that  if  the 
state  of  New-York  is  to  be  defended  from  the 
incursions  of  the  enemy,  it  must  l>e  by  a  force 
of  her  own  providing,  and  not  by  one  provided 
tor  her  by  the  general  government. 

The  house  of  assembly  observe  what  your 
excellency  says  in  relation  to  the  direct  tax, 
laid  by  the  congress  of  the  l.  nited  States,  but 
are  by  no  means  convinced  by  the  reasonings 
containeiJ  in  your  excellency’s  speech,  that  at 
a  time,  when  your  excellency  is  recommending 
iis  to  increase  our  burdens,  by  providing  for 
our  own  defence,  the  .^ate  of  New  -York  sliould 
deprive  herself  of  any  of  her  resources,  by 
giving  them  to  the  general  government. 

The  house  of  assembly  return,  with  your 
excellency,  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
“  to  that  indulgent  Providence  which  has  min¬ 
gled  so  many  of  the  enjoyments  and  blessings 
of  peair,  with  the  heavy  afflictions  of  this 
war,”  and  they  “  implore  him  to  continue  his 
benedictions  upon  our  beloved  country,  and  to 
grant  us  una^iimity,  patriotism  and  wisdom  to 
pursue,  at  this  iin(K>rtant  session,  the  most  es¬ 
sential  interests  of  the  union,”  by  enabling  us 
lo  act  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  put  an  end  to 
this  horrid  war,  and  to  save  the  rights  and  li¬ 


berties  of  the  people  of  this  state  from  ijfila 
dangers  by  which  they  are  threatened^ 

The  reply  qf  his  ExceUency  the  Governor, 

Oentlkmen— A  public  interchange  of  sen¬ 
timent  between  the  legislativ’e  ami  executive 
hninclies  of  government,  is  characteristic  of  the 
genuine  freedom  of  our  Constitution,  and  whert 
communicated  with  candour  and  dignity,  will 
prove  satisfactory  and  l>eneficial  to  each  other, 
and  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  conduct 
and  feelings  of  the  wnninnnity. 

1  regret  that  the  honourjible  assembly  and  my- 
‘iclf  ditter  so  w  idely  in  opinion  upon  various  politi¬ 
cal  and  local  topics.  But  if  the  departments  of  an 
important  and  respectable  state,  should  unite  in 
the  grand  national  rallying  points  of  sincere  at- 
taclinient  to  the  success,  union,  and  independence 
of  tlieir  common  countiy,  and  he  willing  to  de¬ 
vote  their  best  services  in  her  support;  if  we  should 
regard  with  abliorrence  every  effort  to  dissemi¬ 
nate  jealousies  and  dissentions,  between  the  sister 
states,  and  if  w  e  alike  deprecate  foreign  partiali¬ 
ties  or  connexions,  onr  proceedings  may  redound 
to  the  essential  interests  of  the  public,  although 
we  do  not  agree  about  the  courtliness  of  the  man¬ 
ner,  aiul  notw  ithstanding  a  want  of  harmony  upon 
minor  subjects. 

I  have  obseiTcd  w'ith  satisfaction  that  the  av- 
senihlvai*e  impressed  with  theimpoiiance  of e<|uul- 
izing  the  bunlen  of  militia  duty,  and  that  they 
intimate  a  willingness  to  provide  a  suitable  and 
competent  force  for  the  future  defence  of  our  west¬ 
ern  brethren;  and  I  hope  the  same  disposition  will 
actuate  them  in  furnishing  the  means  of  securing 
the  city  of  New-York,  and  other  important  points 
of  our  exU'iulei!  frontier,  against  the  depredation^ 
and  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
Albany^  February  14,  1814. 


The  Columbian  Centinel  discredits  tlic  report.^ 
tliat  a  negotiation  witli  Oreat  Britain  was  in  a 
favourable  train,  and  remarks,  “  It  is  well  known 
our  envoys  had  then  no  authority  to  negoiialt  Urr 
any  thing,  unless  under  tlie  nif’diation  of  Russia; 
and  it  is  as  well  known  that  Great  Britain  conti- 
nmal  peremptorily  to  rehise  to  negotiate  under 
that  mediation.  No  negotintionj  then,  could  have 
taken  place.  That  there  had  been  cominunicu- 
tions  hcaween  our  envoys  and  the  English  minis-^ 
try  on  the  subject  in  contmversy  behveen  the  two 
countries,  ire  know  to  be  the  fact.  In  the  month 
of  November,  31r.  Dallas,  the  secretary  of  the 
commission,  repaired  to  London  to  improve  the 
coiiiinunications ;  to  understand  wliat  points  of 
controversy  would  be  w  aved,  and  w  hat  insisted 
upon.  He  returned  soon  alter,  and  time  sufli- 
cient  had  elapsed  after  lie  reached  Russia,  for  in¬ 
formation  to  have  l>ecn  sent  to  England,  of  the 
impression  which  his  communications  of  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  British  ministry  had  on  our  envoys  r 
how^  far  they  coincided  w\th  their  instructions ; 
and,  of  course,  what  the  prospect  of  an  acconimoda’* 
tion  icas,  w  lien  negotiations  could  be  entered  upon. 
These  impressions, 'we  make  no  doubt,  had  been 
sent  by  our  envoys  to  Messrs.  Beasely  and  Wil- 
Hains,  but  nothing  mqrc.^^ 
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BY  BARENT  GARDENIER. 

SEW-yOUK:  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  18U. 
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CONGRESS. 

HOUSE  OK  REPRESENTATIVES 

December  29,  1813. 

Mr  Pickerinj)^  presented  a  petition  from 
the  owners  of  three  Salem  and  Marblehead 
vessels,  which  are  alledl^ed  to  have  been 
Captured  by  the  British  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  Swedish  shore ;  and  praying 
tliat  government  wduld  demand  their  resto- 
nition  from  the  government  of  Sweden, 
whose  sovereignty  was  thus  violated.  This 
last  WAS  referred  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

A  petition  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  thfeir  militia  may  be  paid  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  was  committed. 

Mr.  Bay  lies,  of  Mass,  after  a  few  intro¬ 
ductory  remarks,  proposed  the  following 
resolution  * 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  way 
and  means  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  bj'  law  for  the 
payment  of  such  sums  as  may  be  justly  due 
to  the  masters,  commanders  or  owners  of 
vessels  for  transyjorting  to  the  United  States 
from  foreign  ports  of  distressed  American 
seamen,  under  contracts  with  such  com¬ 
manders,  by  any  consul,  vice-consul,  or 
commercial  agent  of  the  U.  States;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  bill  passed  to  be  engrossed  for  appoint¬ 
ing  an  additional  judge  in  the  Missouri  ter¬ 
ritory.  In  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
Mr.  Hempstead,  the  delegate  from  that 
territory,  observed,  that  the  settlement  of 
.irkansasy  for  whicli  this  additional  judge 
was  asked,  was  situated  two  hundred  miles 
from  JVcw  Madrid^  where  the  courts  are 
now  held,  and,.fff/2C<f  the  recent  earthyaakes^ 
the  roads  liad  t>ecome  so  nearly  impassa¬ 
ble,  that  a  circuit  ot‘  more  than  300  miles 
v^as  required  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other. 
depukdatjons  i?r  the  soLDiEnr. 

The  house,  hi  committee,  took  under 
consideration  ihe  report  of  a  committee  on 
the  subject  of  a  petition  praying  compensa¬ 
tion  for  damages  sustained  by  depredations 
of  the  volunteer  militia.  No  decision  was 
had  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Mass,  then  moved. 

That  the  militaiy  committee  be  instruct¬ 
ed  to  consider  what  measures  arc  pi*ar.ti- 


cable  and  proper  for  preventing  injuries  to 
the  citizens  of  the  U.  States  in  their  per¬ 
sons  or  property  by  the  armed  forces  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  enable  the  sufferers 
to  obtain  indemnification  for  such  injuries ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

This  resolution  was  aidbptdd  by  a  large 
majority.  Adjourned. 

Dec.  30.  The  committee  of  foreign  rela¬ 
tions  reported  a  bill  “  to  prohibit  the  ran- 
“  soming  of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
“  States  and  the  goods  and  merchandize  on 
“  board  the  same,  captured  by  the  enemies 
“  thereof,  which  was  here  read  and  made 
“the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next;” 
[Jan.  3d.] 

The  same  committee  also  reported  a  bill 
“for  the  more  effectual  enforcing  the  non- 
“  importation  laws  by  forbidding  the  courts 
“  to  deliver  to  the  claimants,  pending  the 
“  trial,  merchandize  or  other  articles  seized 
“  under  the  same.” 

The  bill  for  the  appointment  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  judge  of  the  Missouri  territory,  -was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Humphrey  of  (Ten.) 

Rftolved^  that  the  committee  upon  the 
militia  laws  be  instiaicted  to  enquire  into  the 
justice  and  expediency  of  making  an  ap¬ 
propriation  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the 
detachment  of  the  militia  of  the  state  of- 
Tennessee,  ordered  into  service  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  said  state,  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
pelling  a  hostile  incursion  of  Uie  Creek  In¬ 
dians,  and  guarding  the  frontiers,  which 
detachment  was  commanded  by  brigadiei: 
general  Thomas  Johnson. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  house  a- 
gain  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  th^ 
whole,  upon  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela¬ 
ware  canal  company,— Mr.  Macon  in  the 
chair. 

The  amendment  moved  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Stockton,  being  still  under  considera*- 
tion,  Mr*  Stockton  made  a  few  remarks  in 
support  of  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Inger¬ 
soll  replied. 

Mr.  Taylor  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  New- Jersey,  and  hoped  that  it 
would  be  adopted,  in  which  case  he  shoulil 
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move  that  the  committee  rise,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  referring  the  subject  back  to  a  se¬ 
lect  committee,  whom  might  report  the  bill 
in  such  a  form  as  would  give  effect  to  the 
principle  thus  settled  by  the  house.  Mr. 
T.  dwelt  upon  the  great  advantages  which 
different  districts  of  the  union  would  derive 
fr-  m  the  adoption  of  the  measure.  It  had 
been  stated  yesterday,  that  if  the  amend¬ 
ment  should  be  adopted,  extending  the  na  ¬ 
tional  patronage  to  the  contemplated  canal 
between  the  Delaware  and  the  Karitan,  the 
next  step  would  be,  to  claim  the  same  pa¬ 
tronage  for  the  great  canal  contcmplaud 
between  Lake  Erie  and  the  waters  of  the 
Hudson.  Mr.  T.  said  he  should  not  be  iii 
favor  of  connecting  (/lut  threat  object  with 
one  now  under  TOiiskle ration. 

Mr.  Farrow  thought  the  United  States 
wanted  7norc  actix'e  stock  than  this.  We 
must  bori'ow  money  to  carry  on  the  just 
.war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  it  is 
said  we  may  as  well  borrow  a  small  addi¬ 
tional  sum  for  this  object  But  remember 
we  have  already  laid  heavy  taxes  upon  the 
people,  and  adopted  another  measure  which 
will  pi*event  them  from  selling  the  produce 
to  their  farms.  He  was  opposed,  not  only 
to  the  amendment,  but  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  “moving  speech” 
(a  speech  that  made  nearly  half  the  mem¬ 
bers  move  from  tlicir  seats) — in  opposition 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  some  general  remarks 
in  favor  of  extending  national  patronage  to 
canals  in  all  parts  of  the  union,  and  Mr. 
Ingersoll  again  spoke  at  IcngUi,  wiien  Mr. 
Stockton  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Which  motion  was  suppoitcd  by  Mr.  Bige¬ 
low,  and  carried,  ayes  81. 

The  committee  rose,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Macon,  the  subject  was  postponed  till 
Monday  week* 

December  31. — A  message  was  received 
from  the  senate,  conimunicating  ccrttiii 
resolutions  of  that  body,  expressive  of  llic 
sense  of  congress  in  relation  to  the  victory 
obtained  by  commodore  Perry,  offering  the 
thanks  of  congress  to  the  commodore,  and 
to  the  officers,  seamen  and  soldiers  under 
his  command,  and  requesting  the  president 
to  present  gold  medals  with  suitable  em¬ 
blems,  to  captains  Perry  and  Elliot,  silver 
medals  to  the  other  commissioned  officers, 
and  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  lieuten¬ 
ant  Brooks,  swords  to  the  midshipmen,  sail¬ 
ing  masters.’  and  nearest  male  relative  of 
midshipmen  Lamb  and  Claxton.  and  extra 
pay  to  the  petty  officers,  seamen  and  sol¬ 
diers.  Referred  to  the  committee  upon  na¬ 
val  affairs. 

Mr.  Bradley  rose  and  observed,  that  it 
was  well  known  that  at  the  last  session, 
he  had  moved  a  resolution,  contemplating 
aB  inquiry  into  Uie  causes  of  the  repeated 


failures  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  northe»'u  frontiers,  which  had  not 
then  been  adopted.  The  reasons  which  had 
then  appeared  to  him  to  demand  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  measure  of  this  character,  had  by 
no  means  lost  their  force  bv  subsequent  cir¬ 
cumstances  ;  on  the  coiitrary,  they  have 
been  increased  and  strengthened  by  the 
progress  of  events.  He  should  now  offer  a 
resolution  having  the  same  object  in  view, 
under  a  persuasion,  tliat,  under  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  connected  witli  the  subject,  it 
was  now  a  proper  peri<Kl  to  introduce  the 
iiiquin',  and  no  reasonalilc  objection  to  it 
could  be  antiripated.  If  a  cha7ii(e  is  about 
to  take  filace.  in  our  fortii^n  relations^  there 
can  be  in)  passible  reason  why  we  should 
not  review  the  past;  if  the  war  is  to  be  con¬ 
tinued,  it  is  all  important  that  we  sliould 
know  the  causes  of  the  failui  es  of  our  mili¬ 
tary  operations  hitherto,  that  we  may 
guard  against  the  occHiTcncc  of  sucli  cau¬ 
ses  in  future.  Mr.  B.  said,  I  will  not  anti¬ 
cipate  the  olijcctions  which  might  possibly 
be  urged  against  the  adoption  of  the  ixiso- 
liilion,  but  will  merely  say  that  the  motives 
which  impel  me  to  propose  tlie  measure, 
are  not  to  be  considered  as  having  refer¬ 
ence  to  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  execu¬ 
tive  ;  but  that  1  consider  it  merely  an  act  of 
justice,  as  well  to  the  executive,  as  to  the 
people. 

I  have  said  Mr.  B.  adopted  upon  this 
suliject,  a  plirascology  which  will,  I  pre¬ 
sume,  remove  many  of  the  objections,  wliich 
have  heretofore  bcci;  entertained  against 
I  the  measure,  Mr.  Bradley  then  moved  the 
!  following  resolution : 

Ut'solved^  That  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  this  house,  any  information  in  his  pos¬ 
session,  and  not  improper  to  be  communi¬ 
cated,  wliicli  may  tend  to  illustrate  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  on  the  northern  frontier. 

Mr.  Miller  wished  that  the  resolution 
might  not  be  adopted  at  this  time,  although 
he  was  in  favor  of  its  principle.  He  wished 
it  to  lie  upon  the  table  a  few  days,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  preparing  and 
clfcring  some  ameridments. 

Mr.  BradieV  would  not  cons<mt  to  a  past- 
penement.  'I’he  gentleman  from  N.  York 
might  move  his  amendments  in  the  shape 
ol  distinct  resolutions. 

Mr.  Troup  of  Geo.  opposed  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  He  said  that  if  an  inquiry  of  this 
sort  was  expedient  at  all,  the  shape  of  the 
proposition  was  perhaps  as  little  excep¬ 
tionable  as  could  have  been  given  to  it.  But 
a  militaiy  inquiry,  under  any  circumstan¬ 
ces,  was  a  matter  of  so  much  delicacy, 
that  it  ought  to  be  well  weighed,  and  enter¬ 
ed  into. with  much  caution  and  circumspec¬ 
tion.  This  arose  from  the  nature  of  such 
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inquiries.  Secrecy  was  the  soul  of  military 
operations.  I  heir  details  ought  to  be  known 
to  those  concerned  only ;  if  inaparted  to 
others,  purchance  they  naight  had  their 
way  to  the  enemy.  It  was  very  w^ell  known 
that  military  investigations  frequently  took 
place  in  the  British  house  of  commons ;  but 
the  invariable  object  of  them  was  to  turn 
out  the  ministry.  Such  an  enquiry,  howe¬ 
ver,  rarely  was  instituted  even  there ;  and 
whenever  successfully  urged,  it  had  inva¬ 
riably  been  when  the  object  of  an  expedi¬ 
tion  or  campaign  had  been  abandoned.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  should  have  liked  to  have  heard 
from  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  something 
like  argument  that  much  more  of  advan¬ 
tage  would  result  from  the  adoption,  than 
of  evil  that  might  ensue  from  it.  Suppose 
any  possible  result  of  the  inquiry — suppose, 
for  instance  that  by  the  communication,  in 
answer  to  this  resolution,  it  should  be  shown 
that  gen.  Wilkinson  had  been  prevented  by 
bad  weather  from  commencing  his  opera¬ 
tions  in  due  season ;  that,  when  he  reached 
St.  Regis,  gen.  Wilkinson,  without  forming 
a  junction  with  gen.  Hampton,  had  proceed¬ 
ed  on  to  Montreal;  or  that,  even  having 
formed  such  a  junction,  it  would  have 
been  unmilitary  for  him  to  proceed  on¬ 
wards  ;  suppose  it  should  turn  out  that  there 
had  been  the  best  military  conduct  possible 
on  the  part  of  all  our  generals  ;  or  that 
the  object  of  the  campaign  failed  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  ir.  consequence  of  the  miscon¬ 
duct  of  either  of  them,  or  was  the  result  of 
cowardice  and  treason — suppose  any  result 
probable  or  improl^able,*  and  where  is  the 
constitutional  remedy  ?  How  would  the  gen¬ 
tleman  lay  his  hand  on  the  delinquent  ^  An 
investigation,  it  appe^ired  to  him,  would 
not  properly  be  made  by  a  tiibunal  which 
has  not  the  power  to  ajiply  the  remedy. 
The  investigation,  as  well  as  the  remedy, 
rightfully  belonged  to  another  department 
of  tile  government. — Martial  law  was  the 
only  proper  corrective  to  be  applied  to  mis¬ 
conduct  of  military  men.  Not,  Mr.  T.  said, 
that  he  was  opposed  to  every  species  of  mi¬ 
litary  enquiry.  Far- from  it.  There  were 
certain  species  of  such  enquiry  which  it 
might  be  perfectly  proper  to  institu  e. — For 
the  purpose  of  new-nuxieling  an  army ; 
abolishing  certain  descriptions  of  force  or 
grades  ef  office ;  such  enquiries  might  be 
necessary.  But,  said  he,  tVu*  the  purpose  of 
reaching  any  particular  military  comman¬ 
der,  who  is  supposed  to  have  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  the  remedy  is  not 
yours;  it  belongs  to  the  executive.  Not 
having  the  remedy  in  our  hands,  the  eiir 
quiry  cannot  be  productive  of  any  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  public  concerns.  But  with  re¬ 
spect  to  some  evils  which  may  result,  Mr. 
'F.  said  he  would  add  a  few  words.  What 
4cscription  of  evidence  would  be  necessary 


to  the  intelligent  prosecution  of  such  an  en¬ 
quiry  ?  Nothing  short,  certainly,  of  the  plan 
of  the  campaign,  the  correspondence  be* 
tween  the  generals,  and  the  correspondence 
of  the  generals  with  each  other,  &c.  Mr. 
T.  dwelt  on  the  evils  which  would  result 
from  exposing  to  the  enemy  a  plan  of  the 
campaign,  &c.  Unfortunate  as  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  this  campaign  may  have  been,  it 
would  become  more  so  by  exposing  to  the 
enemy  the  official  details  of  its  plans  and 
progress.  Wherever  we  had  experienced 
during  the  wai*  any  thing  of  disaster  or  de¬ 
feat,  it  was  attiibutable  to  our  ignorance  of 
the  force  of  the  enemy.  It  was  therefore 
obviously  important  to  us,  to  follow  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  enemy  in  this  respect,  and 
keep  him  as  much  as  possible  in  ignorance 
of  our  military  operations.  He  may  occa¬ 
sionally  derive  information  from  a  traitor, 
or  deserter ;  but  information  so  acquired, 
bare  no  comparison  to  the  injury  which 
would  result  from  affoixiing  the  enemy  offi¬ 
cial  information  on  these  matters,  and  such 
official  information,  he  presumed^  would  a- 
lone  satisfy  the  object  of  the  gentleman’s 
motion.  He  hoped  therefore  it  would  not 
pass. 

Mr.  Bradley  said,  if  he  could  suppose 
that  by  the  adoption  of  his  resolve,  the 
house  would  in  any  way  affoiM  aid  to  the 
enemy,  however  gratifying  its  passage 
might  be  to  him  persi)nally,  he  would  most 
readily  abandon  it.  But,  if  the  gentleman 
had  attended  to  tlie  terms  of  the  resolution ; 
he  would  have  seen  that  the  information  to 
be  communicated  was  left  discretionary 
with  the  president;  and  he  was  a  compe¬ 
tent  judge  of  what  could  properly  be  com¬ 
municated.  He  asked  not  for  the  plan  of 
the  campaign,  but  for  those  causes  of  its 
failure  which  it  whs  not  improper  for  the 
country  to  know.  Neither  was  it  his  ob¬ 
ject,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  call  in  question  the  sa¬ 
gacity  or  conduct  of  the  department  of 
war  ;  nor  to  take  any  part  in  the  difference.^ 
supposed  to  exist  l^tween  the  officers  of 
the  army,  or  t(*  impute  any  want  of  gener¬ 
alship  to  either  of  them.  His  object  was  to 
ascertain  v/hy  all  the  movements  of  our  ar¬ 
my  had  been  so  inoperative,  and  had  disap¬ 
pointed  the  expectations  entertained  by  all 
men,  the  reasonableness  of  which  the  pre¬ 
sident  in  his  message  seemed  to  have  re¬ 
cognized.  It  ought  not  to  be  supposed,  be¬ 
cause  this  or  that  genera]  did  not  move  in  a 
particular  direcii  jn,  that  this  state  of  things 
exist.  The  causes  ought  to  be  ascertained 
and  made  known  to  the  hovise,  to  enable 
them,  if  within  their  province,  to  provide  a 
remedy.  Without  such  knowledge  it  was 
impossible  the  executive  and  legislature 
could  ever  move  together.  Money  might 
be  wanted;  men  might  be  wanted.  Could 
not  congress  supply  a  remedy  tgr  either  of 
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Aese  defects?  It  might  be,  that  the  very 
opposition  of  the  northern  states  to  the  war 
was  the  cause  of  its  ill  success.  If  so,  said 
he,  let  the  blame  fall  on  thchi — and  I  trust 
in  God  we  shall  apply  the  Vcr^iedy.  VVhat- 
ever  be  tlie  cause  of  the  failure  of  our 
arms,  it  is  proper  this  house,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  should  know  it,  and  1  therefore  hope 
the  resolution  will  pass. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  ayes  and 
noes — ayes  137,  noes  13. 

I'he  noes  were,  Messrs.  Bard,  Bowen, 
Ch.rppel,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hanson, 
Oakley,  Potter,  Sevier,  Troup,  Ward,  N. 
J.  Wliitehill,  Wriyht. 

Adjounied.  till  IMondav. 

Jan.  3.  Mr.  i  .ppes  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  rnca.ns,  reported  “a  bill  '.diking 
“cer*^ain  ]>:M  :ial  ajipropnations  for  the  year 
3814,’'  which  v/as  twice  read  anu  coininit- 
ted  to  the  committee  of  the  w'liole, 

Mr.  Eppeso!>served  that  it  had  been  sug¬ 
gested  to  tlie  committee  of  ways  and 'means, 
that  some  of  the  state  legislatures  would 
not  be  in  session  in  seasorn  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  privijedges  derivable  from  a  cauipli- 
ance  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to 
lav  ftnd  GoUect  a  direct  tax,  He  therefore 
asked,  and  obtained  leave  to  report  “a  bill 
to  amend  the  seventh  section  oi  ;he  act  to 
lay  and  ccViect  a  direct  tax  within  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,”  was  twice  read  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole.  [This  bill 
extends  the  time  within  which  the  state 
legislatures  may  avail  themselves  of  the 
priviledges  allowed  them  by  the  former  act, 
in  case  they  advance  their  quota  of  the  tax; 
to  the  2bth  of  February.] 

Mr.  Fisk  (of  Vt)  from  the  committee  of 
elections,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
of  William  Kelley,  contesting  the  election 
of  Thomas  K.  Harris,  as  a  member  fioin 
Tennessee.  'Fhe  report  states  that  by  a 
correct  statement  of  the  polls,  compared 
with  the  laws  of  Tennessee,  as  appears  by 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  elections  at 
the  last  session,  two  votes  more  had  been 
allowed  to  Mr.  Harris  in  Warren  county, 
than  he  ’  had  actually  received,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  Mr.  k.  ajijicari  d  in  be  en¬ 
titled  to  a'seat  by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 
But  Mr.  Harris  had  now  prcxluced  evidence 
to  raiiie  a  8tro?ig‘  presumption  that  one  of 
tlie  deputy  sheriffs  in  Khea  county  hadcou- 
micted  imprf)pcrly,  and  had  admitted  ille¬ 
gal  voles.  From  the  whole  evidence  now 
before  the  committee,  it  appeared  that  Mr. 
Flarris  was  entitled  to  his  seat  by  a  niajor- 
uy  of  two  votes.  The  committee  theretore 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  that  William  Kelly  has  not 
supported  fiis  petition,  and  that  'Fhomas  K. 
Harris  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  present  re- 
■'rert  together  with  the  report  of  flipcommit- 


tee  of  elections  at  the  last  session,  Ava.s  jwr 
deretl  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  he  printed.* 

Mr.  M^Kee,  from  the  committee  upon 
public  lands,  reportt^d  a  bill  tor  the  relief 
of  Daniel  B(X)nc,  confirinjug  him  in  his  title 
to  1 0.00  arpents  of  Kind,  heretofore  granted 
to  him  by  the  Spanisli  govcriiment. 

Mr.  \\'’cl)Ster  said,  that,  near  the  close 
of  the  last  session,  a  repoitof  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  answer  to  certain  resolutions 
which  had  passeil  the  house,  calling  for  in¬ 
formation  respecting  the  state  of  our  rela¬ 
tions  with  France,  and  a  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  foreign  relations  thereon  had  been 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  hut 
not  acted  upon.  He  now  yose  to  make  a 
motion  w'lth  a  view  to  bring  that  im[)ortant 
subject  before  the  house,  for  examination 
and  discussion.  Mr.  W'elister’s  motion  was 
finaliy  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  mon- 
day  next. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  that  the  house  now 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
upon  the  state  of  the  union  for  the  pur- 
jvost*  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
resolution  moved  by  him,  proposing  ari 
amendment  to  the  constitutif)n,  providing  for 
the  election'  of  electors  of  president  by 
equal  disp’icts  in  all  the  states  of  the  union.' 

’Fhe  house  accordingly  resolved  itself  in¬ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole, 

Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair.  ' 

Mr.  Pickens  spoke  at  length  in  favour  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Gaston  delivered  an  able  speech  in 
support  of  the  resolution.  He  contended, 
that  in  no  other  mode  could  a  prcsiLk'ut  he 
fairly  elected  by  a  majority  of  tlie  people  of 
the  United  States. — As  the  constitution  now 
is,'  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  New-York, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  giving  101  out 
of  20<S  votes  for  president,  a  bare  majority 
in  those  slates,  with  a  bare  majority  in  ci¬ 
ther  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina  Kentucky, 
Maryland  or  Ccjnnccticut,  combined  to.geth- 
er,  although  in  the  whole  but  a  consiiiera- 
ble  minority  of  the  people  of  the  U.  8.  may 
elect  the  president  against  the  wdil  of  a 
great  majority,  la  no  other  mode  than  that 
wliich  is  now  proposed  can  we  restrain  the 
tyranny  of  faction. — By  means  of  an  act  of  a 
great  national  caucus,  backed  and  indorsed 
l>y  state  legislative  caucuses  the  election  ol* 
president  has  already  been  transferred 
from  the  people  to  an  association  of  aristO'^^ 
crats  [I  use  the  word  in' its  original  mean¬ 
ing]  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
The  committee  rose  without  a  decision. 

Jan.  4.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of 
(S.  C.)  the  house  resolved  itself  into  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  wliMe  Mr.  Lewis  of  (V».)  in  the 
chair,  on  the  resolution  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  congress  of  the  merits  of  sevetal  of 
our  naval  het’oes  w‘ljo  particularly  distiu^ 
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^uished  themselves  during  the  past  sum- 
iner.  | 

The  resolves  having  been  read  and  no  j 
amendment  being  proposed  tlxereto — 

Mr,  Lowndes  said,  that  he  should  be  in¬ 
excusable  if  he  were  long  to  detain  the  com¬ 
mittee  from  the  vt*te,  he  hoped  the  unani¬ 
mous  vote,  which  they  were  prepared  to 
give  upon  the  resolutions.  The  victories  to 
v/hich  they  refer  were  indeed  of  unequal 
magnitude  and  importance,  but  the  least 
important  of  them,  if  it  had  been  obtained 
by  the  subjects  of  my  g»)vernment  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  would  have  been 
heard  with  admiration  and  rewarded  with 
munificence.  The  action  between  the  En- 
terprize  and  the  Boxer,  from  which  the 
puljlic  eye  appears  to  have  been  withdrawn 
by  the  greater  magnitude,  and  the  confess¬ 
edly  superior  splendor  of  a  more  recent  vie 
tory — this  action  has  shown  as  conclusively 
as  a  contest  between  single  ships  could 
shew,  the  superiority  of  American  officers 
and  seamen  over  those  of  the  nation  which 
the  continued  success  of  a  country  had  prov- 
to  be  superior  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world  in 
naval  warfare.  Mthough  lieut.  Burrow’s 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  action,  yet 
the  skill  and  gallantry  with  which  he  com¬ 
menced  it,  leave  no  doubt  that  if  he  had 
been  longer  spared  to  the  wishes  and  the 
wants  of  his  country,  the  same  brilliant  suc¬ 
cess  which  resulted  would  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  under  his  command.  While  the 
ability  with  which  lieut.  McCall  continued 
and  completed  the  contest  assures  to  him  as 
distinguished  a  fame  as  if  he  had  carried 
the  vessel  into  action.  The  loss  of  a  com¬ 
mander  indeed,  may  fairly  be  considered  as 
rendering  a  victory  more  honorable  to  a 
successor,  because  it  must  render  it  more 
difficult.  It  may  be  expected  to  confuse 
though  it  do  not  depress.  '  But  the  victory 
which  was  achieved  in  forty  minutes,  with 
a  disparity  in  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  which 
there  are  other  exarnples  in  jlrnerican  his¬ 
tory,  such  a  victory  could  only  have  been 
achieved  by  men  wlio  did  not  loose  for  a 
moment  their  confidence  or  their  cool  in¬ 
trepidity. 

Of  the  victory  of  Lake  Erie  (Mr.  L.  said) 
tint  was  more  difficult  to  speak.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  to  speak  in  terms  which 
could  convey  an  adequate  conception  of  the 
importance  of  the  victory,  of  the  unrivalled 
excellence  of  the  officers,  of  the  gratitude 
of  the  country.  The  documents  referred 
to  the  committee  sufficiently  prove  that  su- 
jieridrity  of  force  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
which  would  have  ensured  their  victory — 
If  it  were  not  lh,e  appropriate  character  of 
military  genius  to  refute  the  calculations 
which  rely  on  the  superiority  of  force.  Not 
v/as  tlie  victory  obtained  over  an  unskillful 
jr  a  pusillanimous  enemy.  The  English.cffi- 


229 

cers  were  brave  and  experienced,  and  the 
slaughter  on  board  their  vessels  before  they 
surrendered,  sufficiently  attest  the  brarvery 
of  their  seamen.  They  were  skillful  offi¬ 
cers,  subdued  by  the  ascendance  of  still  su¬ 
perior  skill  They  were  a  brave  foe,  who 
yielded  to  one  yet  braver. 

There  was  one  characteristic  of  this  ac¬ 
tion  (Mr,  L.  said)  which  seemed  to  him  So 
strongly  to  distinguish  it,  that  he  should  not 
forbear  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  to^t  for  a  few  moments.  He  knew  not 
an  instance  in  naval  or  military  history*  in 
which  the  success  of  the  contest  appeared 
so  obviously  to  result  from  the  personal  act 
of  the  commander  as  in  this. — When  the 
crew  of  captain  Perry's  vessel  lay  bleeding 
round  him — when  his  ship  was  a  defence** 
less  hospital,  if  he  had  wanted — not  cour¬ 
age,  which  in  an  American  officer  forms 
no  distinction — but  if  he  had  wanted  that 
fertility  of  resource,  which  extracts  from 
disaster  the  means  of  success  and  glory— 
he  did  not  say  if  he  had  surrendered  his 
ship ;  but  if  he  had  obstinately  defended  her 
— if  he  had  gone  down  wrapped  in  his  flag— 
if  he  had  pursued  any  odicr  conduct  but 
that  which  he  did  pursue,  his  associates 
might  have  emulated  his  desperate  cour¬ 
age,  but  they  must  have  shared  his  fate. 
The  battle  was  lost.  Now  examine  any 
other  vie  tory,  however  brilliant.  If  in  the 
battle  of  the  Nile  lord  Nelson  had  fallen, 
even  by  the  first  fire,  does  any  man  believe 
that  it  would  have  effected  the  result  of  the 
contest  ?  In  the  battle  of  T rafalgar  he  did 
fall,  and  victory  never  for  a  moment  flutter¬ 
ed  from  what  was  then  her  chosen  xry — 
the  British  mast.  And  not  only  in  this  view 
was  the  victory  of  captain  Perry  unrivalled 
but  in  the  importance  even  of  its  immediate 
consequences,  he  knew  none  in  the  modem 
history  of  naval  warfare  that  could  be  com¬ 
pared  with  it.  An  important  territory  im¬ 
mediately  rescued  from  the  grasp  of  En- 
glisli  power — uppermost  Canada  conquered, 
.or  prepared  for  conquest — an  ocean  secur-. 
ed  from  tlie  intrusion  of  every  foreign  flag— 
a  frontier  of  a  thousand  miles  relieved  from 
the  hostility  of  the  most  dreadful  foe  that 
civilized  man  has  ever  known.  Nay,  fur¬ 
ther,  captain  Perry  and  his  gallant  associr 
ates  have  not  only  given  up  victory  in  one 
quarter,  but  shown  us  how  to  obtain  it  ia 
another  yet  more  important.  How  deep  is 
now  the  impression  on  every  mind,  that  we 
want  but  ships  to  give  our  fleets  on  the  At¬ 
lantic  the  succe^  which  has  hitherto  atten¬ 
ded  our  single  vessels !  we  want  but  ships— 
we  want  then  but  time.  Never  had  a  na¬ 
tion  when  first  obliged  to  engage  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  naval  right  by  navid  means — nev¬ 
er  had  such  a  nation  the  advantages  or  the 
success  of  ours.  The  naval  glory  of  other 
states  has  risen  by  continued  effort,  by  slo>f 
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^I'aclatioD.  That  of  the  U.  S.  almost  witln^ 
.out  a  dawn  has  burst  upon  the  world  in  all 
the  sudden  splendor  of  a  tropical  day.  To 
such  men  we  can  do  no  honor.  All  records 
of  the  present  time  must  be  lost — history 
must  be  a  fable  or  a  blank— or  theii-  fame 
is  secure.  To  the  naval  character  of  the 
country  our  votes  can  do  no  honor :  but  we 
may  secure  ourselves  from  the  imputation 
of  insensibility  to  its  merit ;  we  can  express 
our  admiration  and  our  gratitude. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying  that  the  res¬ 
olution  respecting  the  capture  of  the  Pea¬ 
cock,  proposed  by  the  committee  of  the 
house,  was  the  usual  expression  of  appro¬ 
bation  which,  in  similar  instances  had  never 
been  omitted.  It  was  an  adequate  memori¬ 
al  of  the  merit  of  an  officer  who  devoted 
his  life  to  the  honor  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  (speaker)  said,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  question  was  put,  the  chairman 
must  allow  him  an  opportunity  of  expres¬ 
sing  the  high  satisfaction  he  felt  at  the  very 
handsome  and  eloquent  manner  in  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  ac¬ 
quitted  himself  in  tlie  observations  he  had 
just  made.  It  would  indeed  have  ill  be¬ 
come  tbe  representatives  of  the  people, 
when  every  city  on  the  continent  literally 
blazed  with  joy  on  the  occasion  of  these 
victories,  to  have  remained  silent  on  this 
subject.  Our  ships  on  the  (x:ean,  command¬ 
ed  by  the  most  gallant  officers  in  the  world, 
had  already  shewn  what  American  tars 
could  do,  ship  to  ship.  It  remained  for  the 
hero  of  Erie,  to  exhibit  to  them  an  awful 
lesson  of  our  capacity  to  light  iu  squadrons, 
against  not  only  an  equal,  but  superior 
force.  If  he  were  to  relaie  the  circum¬ 
stance  which  in  his  opinion  most  distin- 
guislied  the  hero  of  that  battle,  Mr.  Cday 
said,  he  should  certainly  refer  to  that  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli¬ 
na.  Imagine  to  yourselves  (said  he)  this 
valuable  officer  in  the  hour  of  peril,  his  ves¬ 
sel  a  wreck,  her  deck  strewed  with  the 
mangled  bodies  of  his  dead  and  dying  com¬ 
rades  ; — admire,  with  me,  the  cool  intrepi¬ 
dity  and  consumate  skill  with  which  he 
seized  the  propitious  moment,  changed  his 
station,  and  aided  by  liis  gallant  second  in 
command,  and  second  only  in  merit,  pres¬ 
sed  forward  to  fame  and  victory*  Such  an 
action,  it  has  been  said,  has  scarcely  a  pa¬ 
rallel  in  history.  The  importance  of  the 
victory  can  be  more  readily  realized  wdieii 
we  look  at  its  consequences.  Jt  led  to  the 
victory  on  land,  by  which  a  territory  was 
delivered,  and  a  province  conquered.  No 
longer  is  the  patriotic  soldier,  whose  safety 
ought  to  be  guarded  by  all  the  principles  of| 
honor  and  of  modern  warfare,  to  be  deli- 1 
;r€red  over  in  cold  blood  to  the  merciless 
tomahawk.  No  longer  the  mother  wakes  i 
to  the  agonizing  spectacle  of  Ixer  child  torn  ^ 


from  her  breasts,  immolated  to  savage 
brutality.  Here,  said  he,  the  consequen¬ 
ces  of  that  victory  are  most  conspicuous: 
and,  coming  from  a  country  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  scene  of  action,  and  so  sensiblv  alive 
to  its  consequences,  I  could  not  forbear  ex¬ 
pressing  in  high  satisfaction,  at  giving  my 
vote  in  favor  of  the  propositions.  Mr.  C. 
could  not  sit  down,  he  said,  without  expres- 
I  sing  his  pleasure  ai  finding  that  the  name 
of  Elliot  was  coupled  with  that  of  Perry. 
Lt.  Elliot  had  given,  in  the  capture  of  the 
Briti.sh  brig  Detroit,  last  winter,  a  promise 
of  future  greatness  in  the  line  of  his  profes- 
siojc  'I’he  admirable  manner  in  which  he 
had  in  the  battle  of  Erie,  seconded  his 
brave  commander,  attested  the  propriety 
of  connecting  his  name  in  their  resolve 
with  that  of  the  hero  of  the  lake. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported 
the  resolutions,  which  were  by  the  house 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to  day. 

'I'hey  were  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and  unanimously  passed. 

Jan» 5. — Mr,  W right,  of  Md.  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  estab¬ 
lishing  an  uniform  mode  of  Election  of  sen¬ 
ators  and  representatives  to  congress ; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Kilbourn  of  Ohio,  by  way  of  again  in» 
troducing  to  the  attention  of  the  house  a  sub¬ 
ject  which  had  been  presented  to  their  nor 
tice  at  the  last  session  but  not  finally  acted 
on,  moved  tUe  following  re.solution. 

**  Resolved^  that  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pr  n  id- 
ing  more  effectually,  and  in  a  manner  more 
econoniical,  for  the  north-western  frontier 
of  the  United-States,  against  the  incursions 
of  savages  and  other  enemies,  by  granting 
donations  of  land  to  actual  settlers,  and  for 
public  purposes,  in  such  situations  as  may 
best  promote  the  end  proposed  in  the  north¬ 
erly  and  westerly  part  ot  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  of  the  territories  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re¬ 
port  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  resolve 
so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  military 
committee  ;  and,  thus  amended,  the  resolve 
was  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  certain  partial 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
[the  main  appropriation  in  the  bill  is  one  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars  on  account  of  the 
expense  of  the  military  establishment  ] 

The  engrossed  resolution  relative  to  the 
brilliant  exploit  of  the  deceased  capt.  Law¬ 
rence,  and  the  crew  of  the  Hornet,  in  the 
capture  of  .  the  British  brig  Peacock,  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed  unanimously,  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concuri*ence. 

*  Mr.  Taylor  of  New-York  offered  for  cod- 
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^d^ration  the  follo'win^  resolution.  •*  Re- 
solved^  that  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney  sa¬ 
cral  of  the  United  States  to  keep  his  omce 
at  the  seat  of  government  during  the  session 
of  congress,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re¬ 
port  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  op¬ 
position. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  house  re¬ 
solved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole. 
Air.  Desha  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  7th  section  of  tlie  act  to  lay  and  collect 
a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States. 

The  committee  rose  and  reportedthe  bill ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Jan.  6. — The  following  resolution  was  yes¬ 
terday  laid  on  the  table  Mr.  Jackson  of 
Virginia — 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
pi*esentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  in  congress  assembled,  two  thirds  of  both 
houses  concurring,  that  the  following  articles 
be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  as  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  each  of  which,  when  rati¬ 
fied  by  three  fourths  of  the  said  legislatures, 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  the  said  constitution. 

1.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  tax 

or  duty  not  exceeding  per  centum  ad 

valorem  on  articles  exported  from  any  state. 

2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make 
raids  in  any  state. 

S  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make 
cauals  in  any  state,  with  the  consent  of  the  j 
state  within  which  the  same  shall  be  made. 

4.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  ' 
a  national  bank  with  branches  thereof  in 
any  state. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  seventh 
section  of  the  direct  tax  law,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Alurfree  N.  Y.  offered  for  consider¬ 
ation  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  that  the  committee  on  military 
aff.iirs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  empowering,  by  law  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  appoint 
one  lieutenant  general  to  command  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  the  United  States,  with  such  pow¬ 
ers  and  emoluments  as  may  be  deemed  ex¬ 
pedient. 

Mr.  Sharp  of  Ky.  after  a  number  of  in¬ 
troductory  remarks,  explanatory  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  militia,  which  subject 
them,  when  in  actual  service,  to  the  lailes 
and  articles  war,  and  place  them,  during 
such  time,  in  all  respects  on  the  footing  ot‘ 
regular  troops;  adverted  to  the  recent  pro¬ 
clamation  of  governor  Chittenden  of  Ver- 
ntont,  calling  the^  militia  of  that  state  from 


the  position  assigned  them  by  military  or¬ 
ders.  This  act,  he  said,  was  in  direct  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  statute  which  makes  it  penal 
to  entice  the  soldiers  in  service  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  to  desert.  This  act  was  done 
too  at  a  critical  time,  and  by  a  person  stand¬ 
ing  in  so  conspicuous  a  situation  as  to  re¬ 
quire  particularly  the  punishment  due  to 
.  his  offence.  Mr.  S.  adverted  to  the  peculiar 
station  ot  the  militia  thus  ordered  home,  on 
a  frontier  reqiiing  their  presence  for  its 
protection ;  and  whence,  he  said,  from 
their  character,  they  might  indeed  have 
expected,  being  the  decendants  of  the  green 
moundlin  boys  who  so  much  distinguished 
themselves  during  our  revolution  under  the 
illustrious  Allens,  to  have  voluntarily  aided 
in  the  invasion  of  the  territor}"  of  the  enemy. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  when  their 
services  were  most  needed,  they  were  in¬ 
vited  by  governor  Chittenden  to  desert  their 
position.  His  conduct  in  this  respect  must 
meet  the  decided  reprehension  not  only  of 
every  member  of  this  house,  but  of  every 
goal  citizen  in  the  nation.  It  ought  then  to 
receive  legal  scrutiny.  His  offence  ought 
to  be  punished,  lest  our  laws  should  be  SAib- 
ject  to  the  remark  which  was  applied  to 
Solon’s — that  they  were  like  cobwebs  which 
entangled  the  weak,  but  which  the  strong 
could  break  thraigh.  To  bring  this  subject 
directly  before  this  house,  he  offered  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  that  every  person  not  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  who  shall 
procure  or  entice  a  soldier  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  to  desert,  is  guilty  of  an 
I  infraction  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 

!  and  subject  to  punishment. 

I  Resolved,  that  his  excellency  Martin 
Chittenden,  governor  of  the  state  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  by  issuing  his  proclamation,  dated  at 
Montpelier  on  the  10th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1813,  did  entice 
soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
to  desert — Theref  re. 

Resolved,  that  the  president  of  the  S. 
be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  instruct 
the  attorney  general  of  the  U.  S  to  institute 
a  prosecution  agaiiist  the  said  Martin  Chit¬ 
tenden. 

?vlr.  Fisk  of  Vt.  said  he  had  hoped,  and 
In  so  saying  he  believed  he  expressed  the 
sense  of  the  whole  delegation  from  the  state 
of  Vermont,  that  these  resolutions  would 
not  have  made  their  appearance.  He  be¬ 
lieved  that  very  few  people  in  Vermont  ap¬ 
proved  of  that  proclamation.  He  was  cer¬ 
tain  there  were  none  of  the  delegation  from 
that  state  who  approved  it.  The  act  was 
unjustiliable — but  it  was  the  act  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  a  state.  The  resolution  was  objec¬ 
tionable  in  several  points  of  view,  of  which 
he  would  briefly  notice  only  one  or  twa  If 
gov.  Chittenden  had  coaimitted  an  o&efke 
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against  the  laws,  he  was  liable  to  the  prop- 
er  tribunal — It  was  not  proper  that  the 
house  of  representatives  should,  turn  infor¬ 
mers.  The  courts  of  justice  should  be  as 
clear  from  any  improper  influence  as  possi¬ 
ble.  If  the  resolution  should  be  adopted — 
and  the  weight  of  the  opinion  of  the  house  of 
representatives  were  such  as  it  ought  to  be, 
it  would  be  conclusive  against  the  individual  | 
concerned — if,  however,  they  failed  in  con¬ 
victing  him,  and  merely  excited  public 
sympathy  in  his  favor  by  their  accusation,, 
it  would  place  this  body  in  an  unpleasant  if 
not  ridiculous  point  of  view.  In  such  case 
the  house  had  no  constitutional  power  ;  and 
all  resolutions  on  the  subject  must  be  im¬ 
proper — as  well  as  for  another  reason  ; 
these  resolutions  declare  the  law  to  be  so 
and  so,  and  then  declare  the  governor  to 
have  violated  the  law.  Now,  said,  Mr.  F. 
our  resolutions  neither  make  or  strengtiien 
laws,  iuid  therefore  can  be  of  no  use.  View¬ 
ing  the  resolutions  as  objectionable  in  eveiy 
point  of  view  he  moved  that  they  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sharp  said,  as  the  delegation  from 
Vermont  appeared  to  object  to  the  form  or 
principle  of  these  resolves,  he  had  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  let  them  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  of  New-York,  said,  if, 
without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  part 
of  this  house,  the  resolution  merely  direct¬ 
ed  the  attorney  general  to  institute  a  pros¬ 
ecution  against  governor  Chittenden,  he, 
for  his  own  part  would  not  object  to  them,  i 
He  had  no  objection  to  let  the  judiciary,  un¬ 
der  the  constitution  and  law,  decide  the 
question  at  once,  whether  the  governors 
who  had  acted  with  gcfvernor  Chittenden, 
had  or  had  not  acted  constitutionally.  With¬ 
out  knowing  what  was  the  opinion  of  others, 
if  that  part  was  expunged  which  threw  the 
opinion  of  this  house  in  the  scale  against 
the  gentleman  implicated,  he  should  not 
object  to  a  resolution  which  should  place  the 
question  properly  before  a  judicial  tribunal, 
where  alone  it  could  be  correctly  decided. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Md.  said,  he  was  of  the 
same  opinion  with  the  gentleman  last  up, 
but  for  a  different  reason. .  He  did  not  wish 
the  crime  in  question  to  be  considered  as 
the  mere  breach  of  a  penal  law.  He  held 
m  his  hand  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  defined  the  crime  of  treason 
to  be  levying  war,  &c.  and  affording  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  He  had  no  idea 
of  confining  the  offence  of  gov.  C.  cither  ex¬ 
pressly  or  by  inference  to  the  mere  pecadil- 
lo  of  violating  a  law,  when  he  appeared  to 
have  violated  so  much  more  important  and 
^authoritative  an  instrument. 

Mr.  Findley,  of  Penn,  said  he  had  no  ob- 

iections  to  the  resolutions  lying  on  the  table, 
mt  he  was  totally  opposed  to  this  house 
giving  its  opinion  on  the  law,  or  directing 


the  prosecution  of  any  one.  He  was  oppo¬ 
sed  to  the  whole  resolutions,  because  he  be¬ 
lieved  no  good  could  come  of  them,  though 
he  shouUl  for  the  present,  vote  for  their  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions  was  then  ordered  to  li^ 
on  the  table. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
Mr.  Pickens’  motion;  which  was  debated 
foi*  some  time  by  Mr.  (h  osvenor,  in  opposi¬ 
tion’,  and  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  Pickering  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
constitution.  Mr.  Murtrec  also  spoke  at 
length  in  favor  of  an  uniform  choice  of  elec¬ 
tors,  not  by  districts  as  proposed,  but  by 
the  state  legislatures.  After  some  time  the 
message  was  received  from’  the  president. 

The  business  on  hand  wasposiponcd.  and 
that  message  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  foreign  relations. 

A  message  w.is  also  received  from  the 
president,  transmitting  the  annual  report 
of  the  director  of  the  mint.  And  the  house 
adjourned. 

Ja7i.  7, — Mr.  Wheaton,  presented  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  Paul  Cuffee,  a  man  of  colour,  of 
I  W estport  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  for  permission  to  send  a  ship  to  Af¬ 
rica,  for  the  pur;  ose  of  promoting  civiliza¬ 
tion  among  the  inhaliitants.  Referred  to 
the  coinniittc  of  commerce  and  manufac¬ 
tures, 

Mr.  Archer  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  which  was  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole  house  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  after  some  observations, 
offered  a  resolution  for  the  appohitment  of  a 
committee,  to  enquire  whethar  any  altera¬ 
tions  are  necessary  in  the  post  office  de¬ 
partment,  relative  to*  the  manner  of  aj)- 
pointment  in  that  department — which  wa^ 
agreed  to. 


The  fate  of  Bonaparte  lately,  and  oiir  own  in 
armSj  appears  to  be  as  inseperable  as  our  Iriend- 
ship.  //e,  as  well  as  we,  is  always  victorious  yet 
always  rctrealiug.  Always  fighting  more  gal¬ 
lantly  than  ever  men  fought — nut  genemliug 
our  enemies,  yet  winding  up  with  the  loss  of 
every  thing  we  had  gained. 

Some  of  onr  great  men  in  miniature,  who 
have  reversed  "he  fable  of  Mitlas,-  and  instead 
of  thinking  that  every  thing  they  touched  will 
be  turned  into  gold,  fancy  a  more  extravagant 
thing,  that  every  (hing  which  gold  touches  is 
converted  into  inUdlect  and  political  know¬ 
ledge,  stoutly  maintained  last  winter  down  to 
<he  Russian  celebration  in  this  town,  that  Bo¬ 
naparte  only  retired  to  be  nearer  his  resources, 
that  he  was  “  toujoues  le  meiue’^  the  great  con¬ 
queror,  as  dffq*  in  his  retreat  as  in  his  advance. 

These  same  men  have  maintained  within  teir 
days  that  Bonaparte  would  winter  at  Dresden. 

Bost,  Qastr 


